
AUSTRALIA’S UNIONS 
A DEATH OR A DIFFICULT 

BIRTH? 
 
 
“The unions of the future will put the heart back into society just as they 

did a century ago” 
 
 
Eminent commentator Jim Macken provides a colourful and compelling insight into the life 
force of the union movement through the savvy stories of Bill Luscombe, a passionate old 
unionist who reviews the past and dreams of the future of unions against the backdrop of 
Australia’s colonial heritage. 
 
What are the threats and strains to unionism this century? How can the Australian union 
movement respond the new challenges? Macken leads us through a first-rate exposition of 
the history of modern global cultural, economic and secular changes and their effects on 
the union movement, addressing the mistakes made by unions in responding to such 
change. 
 
This book is a must read for all Australians who care about rights, and who hope for the 
future. 
 
The Federation Press 1997 
 
To purchase a copy of this book (cost  $ 20.00 plus postage), contact the CFMEU on 
9749-0400. Proceeds will go the 2006 CFMEU Your Rights at Work campaign. 
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