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1. SUMMARY 

SNAPSHOT AS AT 2001: 

Just over 2 million persons born overseas were recorded as being in 
the overall workforce, slightly less than a quarter of the total. 

The largest numbers of overseas-born workers were from the 
United Kingdom, New Zealand, Italy, Viet Nam and China. 

The proportion of Overseas-born workers was slightly less in 
Construction than in Other Industries. 

Persons born in Europe were more prevalent in Construction than 
elsewhere and persons born in Asia were more likely to be working 
in Industries other than Construction. 

Countries (or Regions) with proportionately greater representation 
in Construction than elsewhere were Italy, South East Asia, Croatia, 
Greece, The Netherlands, Ireland, Lebanon and Yugoslavia. 

In the Overseas-born workforce as a whole, by far the largest 
Occupational Groupings were Clerical, Sales & Service workers 
and Professionals. 

Proportionally, Overseas-born workers were most strongly 
represented in the Manager, Intermediate Production & Transport 
Worker and Professional Major Occupational Groups. 

In the Construction Industry workforce overall, the largest 
Occupational Group by far was the Trades and this was also the 
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case for Overseas-born Construction workers (amounting to almost 
50% in each case). 

Overseas-born Construction workers were proportionally more 
prominent in the Intermediate Production & Transport Worker, 
Manager and Labourer Major Occupational Groups. 

The Occupational profiles of Overseas-born Construction workers 
from the various Regions were significantly different in a number 
of cases: 

- Persons born in Asia were much more prominently 
represented in the Professions (11% compared to 2.7% of 
all Overseas-born Construction workers); 

- Persons born in Asia were significantly under-represented 
in the Trades (37% compared to 48% for all Overseas-born 
Construction workers); 

- Persons born in the New Zealand/Other Oceania Region 
had higher than average proportions in Intermediate 
Production & Transport Workers 15% compared to 9.5%) 
and Labourers (15.1% compared to 11.7%) Major 
Occupation Groups; 

- Persons born in South/Sub-Saharan Africa were 
significantly over-represented in the Professional (6.9% 
compared to 2.7%) and Associate Professional categories 
(12.2% compared to 7.1%); 

- Persons born in South/Sub-Saharan Africa were under-
represented in Intermediate Production & Transport 
Workers (4.6% compared to 9.5%) and Labourers (8.2% 
compared to the average of 11.7%). 

2.  INTRODUCTION 

The analysis of the Australian Construction Industry workforce that is 
incorporated in this report is part of a broader project entitled Labour 
Force Challenges in the Australian Building and Construction Industry: 
Skills Infrastructure and Migrant Workers. The overall project 
examines the sustainability of present labour supply arrangements in 
the building and construction industry in the context of restructuring 
and reorientation of the major construction companies and the 
intensification of pyramid sub-contracting arrangements.  This will 
highlight the challenges engendered by the changing pattern of training 
and skill accreditation, sourcing and recruitment arrangements, and 
industry resort to immigrant and short-term and clandestine migrant 
workers.  The analysis of labour supply arrangements will inform a 
better assessment of the capacity of the industry to improve 
construction standards and promote technological advances, and 
thereby contribute to charting a new strategic vision. 

The analysis following aims to illustrate current and emerging patterns 
in the structure of the Construction Industry workforce. The reference 
period is the 15 years between 1986 and 2001, with emphasis on the 
most recent Census data. In addition to the descriptive analysis of data, 
where possible comment is made on some of the factors which have 
made an impact on the requirements for occupational skills in the 
medium-term. 

The map charts used in this Working Paper were prepared with 
Graphic Maps world outline images. The maps are used with 
permission of the publishers Graphic Maps and World Atlas.
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Note that tables using different variables will show slightly different 
numbers because of differing proportions of persons failing to supply 
sufficient information to enable ABS Census coding to categories for 
each variable. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

This stage of the project involved intensive descriptive analysis of 
cross-classified data on population and employed persons from the 
Population Census conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS) in 2001. Additional data relating to the 1996, 1991 and 1986 
Censuses was also referenced in this part of the analysis. Census data 
was chosen because it is the only source of Labour Market data 
available providing the degree of detail and level of precision desired 
for this project. The ABS Labour Force Survey provides a considerable 
amount of valuable data on a monthly and quarterly basis, but the 
precision is not high when cross-classified by detailed Industry and 
Occupation. The degree of precision in the Labour Force Estimates can 
be gauged using tables of standard errors of the estimates provided by 
ABS in their publications. For instance, Survey estimates 
approximating the 2001 Census figures for Drivers, Refrigeration & 
Air-conditioning Mechanics, Structural Steel Workers, Roof Tilers, 
Floor Finishers, Paving and Surfacing Labourers and Civil Engineers 
would be associated with relative standard error rates ranging from 
around 14% up to 30% at confidence levels of only 66%. (1) p67. 

The specifications for the ABS data are outlined fully in Appendix 1 of 
this report. The variables covered were Industry, Occupation, Age, 
Year of Arrival (for persons born overseas) and Country of Birth. The 

Birthplace, Industry and Occupation variables are the focus of this 
paper. 

Cross-classified Census datasets which included all individual 
Birthplace Countries proved to be impractical because of their size and 
the high proportion of blank cells. Individual Birthplace Country 
categories for the tables obtained from ABS were chosen on their 
relative importance in the Overseas-born employed workforce. 
Australia, New Zealand, Other Oceania and the top ten individual 
Countries (in terms of Overseas-born Construction Industry workforce 
in 2001) were included, along with all major geographical Regions. 
Residual categories were also included where appropriate (e.g. Italy 
was included separately, along with the residual, Other Southern and 
Eastern Europe). Korea was also included separately as it as to be the 
subject of special study in another part of the overall project. 

For the purposes of this analysis of the Overseas-born workforce, 
Industry was disaggregated only into Construction Industry (ANZSIC 
Division E) and Other Stated Industry (as a single group).  

Because a further stage in this project involves relating current 
workforce and changes over time with the supply of skills through 
training, the maximum detail for Occupation was desired. The 
Australian Standard Classification of Occupations (ASCO) Second 
Edition, published in 1997, includes 9 Major Groups, 35 Sub-Minor 
Groups, 81 Minor Groups, 340 Unit Groups and 986 Occupations. The 
degree of occupational differentiation at Unit Group level was 
considered quite sufficient for the present study. At this level 
Construction workers such as Civil Engineers, Carpenters, Plumbers, 
Crane Operators, Labourers, etc. are included separately. 
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A preliminary analysis of 2001 Census data was undertaken to identify 
the most important Occupations in the Construction Industry. Based on 
this, a range of Unit Group Occupations were selected, with the rest of 
the workforce being included at Minor Group level. The preliminary 
analysis identified approximately 70 Unit Groups which included all 
key Occupations occurring in the Industry. All Trade, Sub-Trade, 
Labouring, Engineering and Sub-Professional Unit Group Occupations 
that were thought to be of importance in Construction were included at 
this detailed level.  

4. OVERSEAS-BORN WORKERS BY REGION/COUNTRY - 2001 

At the time of the 2001 Census conducted by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS) there were 4.1 million persons in the population who 
indicated on their Census forms that they had been born overseas. This 
represented 21.6% of the Australian population. 

Slightly less than half of the Overseas-born population (2 million 
persons) were recorded as being in employment in the 2001 Census. 
This constituted just under a quarter of the total employed workforce 
Australia-wide (or 24.2%). 

A small proportion of the population and employed workforce were 
visitors from overseas or did not provide sufficient details in relation to 
their Birthplace and/or employment status. 

The following tables and graph summarise this ABS data from the 
2001 Census. 
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A
ll Em

ployed Persons and Total Population by C
ountry of B

irth – A
ustralia – 2001 C

ensus 
B

irthplace 
Em

ployed Persons 
Total Population 

M
ales 

Fem
ales 

Total 
M

ales 
Fem

ales 
Persons 

N
um

ber 
B

orn in A
ustralia 

3,333,519 
2,824,982 

6,158,501 
6,712,876 

6,916,809 
13,629,685 

B
orn O

verseas 
1,140,517 

871,589 
2,012,106 

2,031,613 
2,073,831 

4,105,444 
N

ot Stated/O
'seas V

isitor 
72,747 

55,252 
127,999 

621,452 
615,769 

1,237,221 
Total 

4,546,783 
3,751,823 

8,298,606 
9,365,941 

9,606,409 
18,972,350 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Percentage 

B
orn in A

ustralia 
73.3%

 
75.3%

 
74.2%

 
71.7%

 
72.0%

 
71.8%

 
B

orn O
verseas 

25.1%
 

23.2%
 

24.2%
 

21.7%
 

21.6%
 

21.6%
 

N
ot Stated/O

'seas V
isitor 

1.6%
1.5%

 
1.5%

 
6.6%

 
6.4%

 
6.5%
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100.0%
 

100.0%
 

100.0%
 

100.0%
 

100.0%
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B

orn O
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The follow
ing table show

s population and em
ployed w

orkforce data from
 the 2001 C

ensus broken dow
n by m

ain 
C

ountry of B
irth.  

The largest population group w
as of course those born in A

ustralia, am
ounting to a little under 72%

 of the total 
population. The next largest population group, by a large m

argin, w
as those born in the U

nited K
ingdom

, w
ith 5.5%

 of 
the population. Significant num

bers of N
ew

 Zealanders and Italian-born persons w
ere also represented, w

ith 1.9%
 and 

1.2%
 of the population respectively. O

ther C
ountries constituting the 10 largest groups O

verseas- born persons in 2001 
w

ere V
iet N

am
, C

hina, G
reece, G

erm
any, The Philippines, India and The N

etherlands. Persons born in these countries 
represented betw

een 0.8%
 and 0.4%

 of the total population.  

A
 sim

ilar pattern is evident in the O
verseas-born em

ployed w
orkforce, although in this case South A

frica and M
alaysia 

are in the top ten C
ountries, w

ith 0.6%
 and 0.5%

 of the w
orkforce respectively. 

A
ll Em

ployed Persons and Total Population by C
ountry of B

irth – A
ustralia – 2001 C

ensus 
 

Em
ployed Persons 

Total Population 
C

ountry of B
irth 

M
ales 

Fem
ales 

Total 
M

ales 
Fem

ales 
Persons 

 
  

 
 

 
A

ustralia 
3,333,519 

2,824,982 
6,158,501 

6,712,876 
6,916,809 

13,629,685 
C

anada 
8,704 

8,161 
16,865 

13,059 
14,230 

27,289 
C

hina (excl. SA
R

s &
 Taiw

an ) 
34,907 

28,505 
63,412 

66,617 
76,163 

142,780 
C

roatia 
12,798 

8,833 
21,631 

27,126 
24,783 

51,909 
Egypt 

9,015 
5,471 

14,486 
17,003 

16,429 
33,432 

Fiji 
13,541 

12,218 
25,759 

20,677 
23,584 

44,261 
France 

5,402 
4,072 

9,474 
8,670 

8,598 
17,268 

G
erm

any 
28,594 

21,676 
50,270 

52,412 
55,808 

108,220 
G

reece 
25,096 

15,039 
40,135 

58,771 
57,660 

116,431 
H

ong K
ong (SA

R
 of C

hina) 
16,740 

14,984 
31,724 

32,533 
34,589 

67,122 
India 

32,866 
21,419 

54,285 
50,443 

45,009 
95,452 

Indonesia 
9,821 

9,222 
19,043 

21,954 
25,204 

47,158 
Ireland 

16,349 
12,636 

28,985 
25,979 

24,256 
50,235 

Italy 
50,712 

26,003 
76,715 

114,848 
103,870 

218,718 
K

orea, R
epublic of (South) 

7,603 
6,324 

13,927 
17,972 

20,928 
38,900 

Lebanon 
18,676 

7,470 
26,146 

37,112 
34,237 

71,349 
M

acedonia 
12,939 

9,227 
22,166 

22,385 
21,142 

43,527 
M

alaysia 
22,268 

22,435 
44,703 

36,359 
42,499 

78,858 
M

alta 
12,244 

7,214 
19,458 

24,396 
22,602 

46,998 
N

etherlands 
22,660 

15,123 
37,783 

43,174 
40,150 

83,324 
N

ew
 Zealand 

121,582 
96,007 

217,589 
180,283 

175,482 
355,765 

Philippines 
22,601 

36,505 
59,106 

35,817 
68,125 

103,942 
Poland 

12,370 
11,050 

23,420 
27,351 

30,759 
58,110 

Singapore 
7,590 

7,756 
15,346 

15,406 
18,079 

33,485 
South A

frica 
25,675 

21,538 
47,213 

38,920 
40,505 

79,425 
Sri Lanka 

18,073 
12,417 

30,490 
27,024 

26,437 
53,461 

Turkey 
7,702 

3,877 
11,579 

15,370 
14,451 

29,821 
U

nited K
ingdom

 
310,333 

235,867 
546,200

519,167 
517,078 

1,036,245 
U

nited States of A
m

erica 
16,141 

13,318 
29,459 

27,470 
26,224 

53,694 
V

iet N
am

 
43,259 

30,953 
74,212 

75,029 
79,802 

154,831 
Y

ugoslavia, Federal R
epublic  

13,102 
9,535 

22,637 
28,586 

26,779 
55,365 

B
orn elsew

here overseas 
181,154 

136,734 
317,888 

349,700 
358,369 

708,069 
N

ot stated 
72,747 

55,252 
127,999 

525,977 
508,143 

1,034,120 
O

verseas V
isitors 

 
 

 
95,475 

107,626 
203,101 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Total 

4,546,783 
3,751,823 

8,298,606 
9,365,941 

9,606,409 
18,972,350 
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C
on

stru
ction W

orkers b
y B

irth
p

lace R
egion

/C
ou

n
try &

 In
du

stry -
2001

Australia
C

onstruction –
416,868 (75%

)
O

ther Industries –
5,644,925 (74%

)

Am
ericas

C
onstruction –

4,331 (1%
)

O
ther Industries –

84,842 (1%
)

Sth./Sub-Saharan Africa
C

onstruction –
3,213 (<1%

)
O

ther Industries –
77,910 (1%

)

M
iddle East &

 N
th. Africa

C
onstruction –

6,178 (1%
)

O
ther Industries –

71,650 (1%
)

U
K

 &
 Ireland

C
onstruction –

42,141 (8%
)

O
ther Industries –

525,887 (7%
)Europe

C
onstruction –

44,749 (8%
)

O
ther Industries –

370,894 (5%
)

Asia (Incl. C
entral)

C
onstruction –

10,399 (2%
)

O
ther Industries –

454,363 (6%
)

N
Z, O

ther O
ceania

C
onstruction –

20,612 (4%
)

O
ther Industries –

246,636 (3%
)

Total W
orkforce

C
onstruction –

558,522 (100%
)

O
ther Industries –

7,595,324 (100%
)

M
ap ©

W
orld M

aps

O
V

ER
SEA

S-B
O

R
N

 W
O

R
K

ER
S B

Y
 R

EG
IO

N
/C

O
U

N
TR

Y
 &

 IN
D

U
STR

Y
 - 2001 

There are significant differences in the participation of O
verseas-born w

orkers in various Industries. A
t the tim

e of the 
2001 C

ensus A
ustralian-born w

orkers represented a slightly higher proportion of the C
onstruction Industry w

orkforce 
than w

as evident for O
ther Industries as a w

hole (75%
 and 74%

 respectively). There are also differences evident 
betw

een these Industry groupings w
hen M

ajor R
egions and C

ountries of B
irth are considered. The U

K
 and Ireland-born 

group represents the largest num
ber of O

verseas-born persons in O
ther Industries (7%

 overall) but European-born 
persons are m

ore num
erous in C

onstruction (w
ith 8%

). N
ew

 Zealand-born w
orkers are the third-largest O

verseas-born 
group in the C

onstruction Industry (w
ith 4%

), w
hilst in O

ther Industries they are m
uch less prom

inent than A
sian-born 

w
orkers (w

ith 3%
 and 6%

 of the O
ther Industries total respectively). 

These patterns of w
orkforce participation by B

irthplace R
egion/C

ountry are sum
m

arised in the follow
ing table and chart. 

Em
ployed Persons by B

irthplace R
egion/C

ountry and Industry – A
ustralia - 2001 

 
Industry 

R
egion/C

ountry 
C

onstruction 
O

ther Industries 
N

ot stated 
Total 

A
ustralia 

416,868 
5,644,925 

96,707 
6,158,500 

N
Z and O

ther O
ceania 

20,612 
246,636 

4,859 
272,107 

U
K

 and Ireland 
42,141 

525,887 
7,114 

575,142 
Europe 

44,749 
370,894 

10,534 
426,177 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
6,178 

71,650 
2,480 

80,308 
A

sia (Incl C
entral/form

er U
SSR

) 
10,399 

454,363 
12,709 

477,471 
A

m
ericas 

4,331 
84,842 

1,560 
90,733 

South/Sub-Saharan A
frica 

3,213 
77,910 

1,160 
82,283 

N
ot elsew

here classified  
361 

6,858 
536 

7,755 
N

ot stated 
9,670 

111,359 
6,971 

128,000 
Total 

558,522 
7,595,324 

144,630 
8,298,476 
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O
verseas-born C

onstruction W
orkers by m

ain C
ountry/R

egion 

0
5,000

10,000
15,000

20,000
25,000

30,000
35,000

40,000
45,000

G
erm

any

N
etherlands

G
reece

C
roatia

A
m

ericas

South-East A
sia

O
ther Southern & Eastern Europe

Italy

N
ew Zealand

United Kingdom

The table and graph below
 show

 the 2001 C
ensus em

ployed persons by B
irthplace and Industry data in m

ore detail. The 
prom

inence of certain R
egions and individual C

ountries in the C
onstruction Industry is even m

ore pronounced in this 
table. A

part from
 the very large representation in this Industry by persons born in the U

nited K
ingdom

 and N
ew

 Zealand, 
it is also apparent that significant num

bers of persons born in the individual C
ountries of Italy, C

roatia, G
reece, The 

N
etherlands, G

erm
any, Ireland and Lebanon are also prom

inently represented. 

Em
ployed Persons by B

irthplace C
ountry and Industry – A

ustralia - 2001 
 

Industry 
C

ountry 
C

onstruction 
O

ther Industries 
N

ot stated 
Total 

A
ustralia 

416,868 
5,644,925 

96,707 
6,158,500 

N
ew

 Zealand 
18,452 

195,814 
3,352 

217,618 
O

ther O
ceania &

 A
ntarctica 

2,160 
50,822 

1,507 
54,489 

U
nited K

ingdom
 

38,561 
500,982 

6,663 
546,206 

Ireland 
3,580 

24,905 
451 

28,936 
G

erm
any 

3,649 
45,729 

872 
50,250 

N
etherlands 

3,680 
33,461 

653 
37,794 

O
ther N

orth-W
est Europe 

3,355 
36,785 

689 
40,829 

Italy 
11,328 

63,197 
2,170 

76,695 
G

reece 
3,869 

35,090 
1,208 

40,167 
B

osnia and H
erzegovina 

1,222 
6,593 

264 
8,079 

C
roatia 

4,161 
16,845 

619 
21,625 

Form
er Y

ugoslav R
epublic of M

acedonia  
1,367 

20,204 
638 

22,209 
Slovenia 

328 
1,684 

55 
2,067 

Y
ugoslavia, Federal R

epublic of 
2,693 

19,283 
660 

22,636 
O

ther Southern &
 Eastern Europe 

9,097 
92,023 

2,706 
103,826 

Lebanon 
3,313 

21,930 
928 

26,171 
O

ther M
iddle East 

2,153 
33,254 

1,169 
36,576 

N
orth A

frica 
712 

16,466 
383 

17,561 
South-East A

sia 
4,783 

237,379 
6,824 

248,986 
C

hina (excl. SA
R

s and Taiw
an) 

2,445 
58,811 

2,121 
63,377 

K
orea  

758 
12,453 

735 
13,946 

O
ther N

orth-East A
sia 

750 
49,022 

896 
50,668 

Southern &
 C

entral A
sia (excl. fm

r. U
SSR

) 
1,613 

95,737 
2,107 

99,457 
Southern &

 C
entral A

sia (fm
r. U

SSR
 part) 

50 
961 

26 
1,037 

A
m

ericas 
4,331 

84,842 
1,560 

90,733 
South A

frica 
2,076 

44,555 
557 

47,188 
O

ther Sub-Saharan A
frica 

1,137 
33,355 

603 
35,095 

N
ot elsew

here classified  
361 

6,858 
536 

7,755 
N

ot stated 
9,670 

111,359 
6,971 

128,000 
Total 

558,522 
7,595,324 

144,630 
8,298,476 



9

In order to further delineate the differences betw
een Industries in the background of their O

verseas-born w
orkforce, the 

follow
ing table w

as com
piled. The table lists 2001 C

ensus data on C
onstruction w

orkers by C
ountry/R

egion and 
percentages of the C

onstruction Industry w
orkforce. The data w

as then sorted from
 highest to low

est percentages and 
each C

ountry/R
egion w

as ranked in order of m
agnitude. A

longside the C
onstruction Industry w

orkforce ranking is an 
additional colum

n show
ing the ranking of the w

orkforce by B
irthplace C

ountry/R
egion for A

ll O
ther Industries 

com
bined. The side-by-side relative ranking colum

ns highlight the differences betw
een the Industries. W

here significant 
differences in rank are evident, the lines in the table are printed in bold italic type. 

This presentation of data show
s, for instance, that persons of Italian background are m

ore heavily represented in 
C

onstruction than in O
ther Industries (relative rankings of 4 and 8 respectively). The m

ost extrem
e case of over-

representation of w
orkers born in a particular C

ountry/R
egion in C

onstruction is C
roatia, w

ith respective relative 
rankings of 8 and 23.  

O
n the other hand, South-East A

sian B
orn w

orkers are less likely to be found in C
onstruction than in O

ther Industries 
(relative rankings of 5 and 3). A

n even m
ore extrem

e situation is the case of Southern&
 C

entral A
sia, w

hich ranked 5 in 
O

ther Industries, but 20 in C
onstruction. 

C
om

parison of O
verseas-born w

orkers by C
ountry/R

egion of Birth and Industry 

C
ountry/R

egion 
C

onstruction Industry 
O

ther 
Industries

 
C

onstruction 
%

 of Total 
R

ank 
R

ank 
Australia 

416,868
74.6%

1 
1

U
nited Kingdom

 
38,561

6.9%
2 

2
N

ew
 Zealand 

18,452
3.3%

3 
4

Italy 
11,328

2.0%
4 

8
O

ther Southern & Eastern Europe 
9,097

1.6%
5 

5
South-East Asia 

4,783
0.9%

6 
3

Am
ericas 

4,331
0.8%

7 
7

C
roatia 

4,161
0.7%

8 
23

G
reece 

3,869
0.7%

9 
15

N
etherlands 

3,680
0.7%

10 
16

G
erm

any 
3,649

0.7%
11 

12
Ireland 

3,580
0.6%

12 
19

O
ther N

orth-W
est Europe 

3,355
0.6%

13 
14

Lebanon 
3,313

0.6%
14 

20
Yugoslavia, Federal R

epublic of 
2,693

0.5%
15 

22
C

hina (excl. SAR
s and Taiw

an Province) 
2,445

0.4%
16 

9
O

ther O
ceania & Antarctica 

2,160
0.4%

17 
10

O
ther M

iddle East 
2,153

0.4%
18 

18
South Africa 

2,076
0.4%

19 
13

Southern & C
entral Asia (excl. fm

r. U
SSR

 ) 
1,613

0.3%
20 

5
Form

er Yugoslav R
epublic of M

acedonia  
1,367

0.2%
21 

21
Bosnia and H

erzegovina 
1,222

0.2%
22 

26
O

ther Sub-Saharan Africa 
1,137

0.2%
23 

17
Korea (D

em
ocratic Peoples R

ep. & R
epublic) 

758
0.1%

24 
25

O
ther N

orth-East Asia 
750

0.1%
25 

11
N

orth Africa 
712

0.1%
26 

25
Slovenia 

328
0.1%

27 
27

Southern & C
entral Asia (form

er U
SSR

 part) 
50

0.0%
28 

28
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5. O
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ER
SEA

S-BO
R

N
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S BY
 O

C
C

U
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TIO
N

 - 2001 

A
ll Industries 

In the A
ustralian em

ployed w
orkforce as a w

hole, approxim
ately one quarter (24%

) w
ere reported as having been B

orn 
O

verseas in the 2001 C
ensus. A

s the table below
 show

s, the largest num
bers of O

verseas-born w
orkers w

ere in the 
C

lerical, Sales and Service W
orkers M

ajor O
ccupation G

roup. The next largest O
ccupation G

roup w
as Professionals, 

follow
ed by A

ssociate Professionals and Trades &
 R

elated W
orkers. There w

as a degree of variation in the proportion 
of O

verseas-born w
orkers in each M

ajor G
roup. Professionals and Labourers &

 R
elated W

orkers B
orn O

verseas had the 
largest proportions, both representing 27%

 of the G
roup total. A

t the low
 end of the scale, C

lerical, Sales &
 Service 

W
orkers B

orn O
verseas w

ere 22%
 of the G

roup total, follow
ed by Trades &

 R
elated W

orkers and Professionals, w
hich 

both had 23%
 of the respective O

ccupation G
roup Totals. 

A
ll Em

ployed Persons by B
irthplace and O

ccupation M
ajor G

roup – A
ustralia - 2001 

 
B

irthplace 
O

ccupation M
ajor G

roup 
A

ustralia 
O

verseas 
Total* 

1 M
anagers &

 A
dm

inistrators 
583,325 

172,398 
764,825 

2 Professionals 
1,092,795 

405,291 
1,514,079 

3 A
ssociate Professionals 

723,695 
238,952 

975,689 
4 Trades and R

elated W
orkers 

763,585 
235,638 

1,018,876 
5,6,8 C

lerical, Sales &
 Service W

orkers 
1,895,503 

533,052 
2,469,021 

7 Interm
ediate Production &

 Transport W
orkers 

480,288 
176,917 

670,783 
9 Labourers &

 R
elated W

orkers 
504,409 

196,351 
717,416 

0 Inadequately described 
47,733 

19,453 
68,962 

&
 N

ot stated 
67,167 

26,169 
98,825 

Total 
6,158,500 

2,004,221 
8,298,476 

 
* Includes Industry N

ot Stated, etc. 

0%
5%

10%
15%

20%
25%

30%

Percentage of Em
ployed W

orkforce

Total

0 Inadequately described

&
 N

ot stated

9 Labourers &
 R

elated W
orkers

7 Interm
ediate P

roduction &
 Transport W

orkers

5,6,8 C
lerical, S

ales &
 S

ervice W
orkers

4 Trades and R
elated W

orkers

3 A
ssociate P

rofessionals

2 P
rofessionals

1 M
anagers &

 A
dm

inistrators

O
verseas-born Em

ployed W
orkforce - 2001

by M
ajor O

ccupation G
roup
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O
V
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 - 2001 

C
onstruction Industry 

In the C
onstruction Industry, once again approxim

ately one quarter (24%
) w

ere reported as having been B
orn O

verseas 
in the 2001 C

ensus. In the table below
 it can be seen that nearly half of O

verseas-born C
onstruction w

orkers w
ere in the 

Trades &
 R

elated W
orkers M

ajor O
ccupation G

roup. The next largest O
ccupation G

roup w
as Labourers, follow

ed by 
M

anagers &
 A

dm
inistrators and C

lerical, Sales &
 Service W

orkers. There w
as significant variation in the proportion of 

O
verseas-born w

orkers in each M
ajor G

roup. Interm
ediate Production &

 Transport W
orkers B

orn O
verseas had the 

largest proportion, representing 30%
, follow

ed by Labourers and M
anagers w

ith 25%
 each of the G

roup totals. The 
low

est proportions of O
verseas B

orn C
onstruction w

orkers w
ere for Professionals and A

ssociate Professionals, w
hich 

had respectively 21 and 22%
  of their O

ccupation G
roup Totals. 

C
onstruction W

orkers by B
irthplace and O

ccupation M
ajor G

roup – A
ustralia - 2001 

 
B

irthplace 
O

ccupation M
ajor G

roup 
A

ustralia 
O

verseas 
Total* 

1 M
anagers &

 A
dm

inistrators 
40,271 

13,479 
54,567 

2 Professionals 
10,573 

4,587 
15,326 

3 A
ssociate Professionals 

29,667 
9,556 

39,698 
4 Trades and R

elated W
orkers 

200,684 
63,036 

268,935 
5,6,8 C

lerical, Sales &
 Service W

orkers 
43,263 

12,147 
56,117 

7 Interm
ediate Production &

 Transport W
orkers 

40,873 
10,941 

52,828 
9 Labourers &

 R
elated W

orkers 
47,818 

16,293 
65,590 

0 Inadequately described 
2,736 

1,149 
3,976 

&
 N

ot stated 
983 

435 
1,485 

Total 
416,868 

131,623 
558,522 

 
* Includes Industry N

ot Stated, etc. 

0%
5%

10%
15%

20%
25%

30%

Percentage of C
onstruction W

orkforce

Total

0 Inadequately described

& N
ot stated

9 Labourers & R
elated W

orkers

7 Interm
ediate Production & Transport W

orkers

5,6,8 C
lerical, Sales & Service W

orkers

4 Trades and R
elated W

orkers

3 Associate Professionals

2 Professionals

1 M
anagers & Adm

inistrators

O
verseas-born C

onstruction W
orkforce - 2001

by M
ajor O

ccupation G
roup
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C
om

position of w
orkforce by B

irthplace R
egion and M

ajor O
ccupation G

roup 

The table below
 (split into 2 parts) show

s the O
ccupational com

position of the C
onstruction Industry em

ployed 
w

orkforce by B
irthplace R

egion. For exam
ple, half the A

ustralian-born w
orkforce w

as em
ployed in a Trade job in 2001 

(48.1%
), w

ith the bulk of the rem
ainder em

ployed in Labouring (11.5%
), Interm

ediate Production &
 Transport (9.8%

) 
or M

anagem
ent/A

dm
inistration (9.7%

) jobs. O
nly 2.5%

 of A
ustralian-born w

orkers w
ere Professionals. 

 The broad O
ccupational profiles are quite sim

ilar to the A
ustralian-born w

orkforce for several of the B
irthplace 

R
egions (for exam

ple, U
K

 and Ireland, and to a lesser extent, The A
m

ericas). H
ow

ever the profiles for the A
sian-born, 

N
ew

 Zealander-born and South A
frican-born w

orkforce are significantly different. The m
ost significant differences are 

highlighted w
ith bold type in the table. 

 The m
ost dram

atic difference is the proportion of Professionals in the A
sian-born w

orkforce. The A
sian-born 

Professional percentage of 11%
 is m

uch higher than for any other B
irthplace group and over 4 tim

es the A
ustralian-born 

percentage (2.5%
). A

lso of note is the significantly low
er than average proportion of Trades w

orkers am
ongst the A

sian-
born w

orkforce (37.4%
, com

pared to 48.1%
 for w

orkers born in A
ustralia). 

N
ew

 Zealand-born C
onstruction w

orkers are m
ore concentrated in the lesser skilled O

ccupation G
roups of Labourers 

and Interm
ediate Production &

 Transport W
orkers (15.1%

 and 15%
 respectively). 

In the South A
frican-born C

onstruction w
orkforce, there is a m

uch higher than average proportion of Professionals and 
A

ssociate Professionals (6.9%
 and 12.2%

 respectively).  

Percentage of A
ustralian/O

verseas-born C
onstruction W

orkforce in O
ccupation M

ajor G
roups - 2001 

 
O

ccupation M
ajor G

roup 

R
egion/C

ountry 

M
anagers &

 
A

dm
inistrator

s 
Professionals 

A
ssociate 

Professional
s 

Trades  
C

lerical, Sales 
&

 Service W
krs 

A
ustralia 

9.7%
 

2.5%
 

7.1%
 

48.1%
 

10.4%
 

N
Z and O

ther O
ceania 

9.0%
 

2.3%
 

6.6%
 

43.0%
 

8.1%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
10.0%

 
3.1%

 
8.6%

 
49.8%

 
10.7%

 
Europe 

10.9%
 

2.1%
 

5.3%
 

50.8%
 

7.4%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
11.9%

 
4.4%

 
6.3%

 
49.9%

 
7.6%

 
A

sia (Incl C
entral/fm

r U
SSR

) 
10.7%

 
11.0%

 
10.0%

 
37.4%

 
13.0%

 
A

m
ericas 

8.4%
 

4.7%
 

8.1%
 

48.2%
 

10.2%
 

South/Sub-Saharan A
frica 

10.5%
 

6.9%
 

12.2%
 

43.4%
 

12.7%
 

Total 
9.8%

 
2.7%

 
7.1%

 
48.2%

 
10.0%

 

R
egion/C

ountry 

Int. Prod. &
 

Transport 
W

orkers 

Labourers &
 

R
elated 

W
orkers 

Inadequately 
described 

N
ot stated 

Total 
A

ustralia 
9.8%

 
11.5%

 
0.7%

 
0.2%

 
100.0%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
15.0%

 
15.1%

 
0.7%

 
0.2%

 
100.0%

 
U

K
 and Ireland 

7.7%
 

9.0%
 

0.8%
 

0.2%
 

100.0%
 

Europe 
7.2%

 
15.0%

 
0.9%

 
0.4%

 
100.0%

 
M

iddle East &
 N

orth A
frica 

5.4%
 

13.1%
 

0.8%
 

0.5%
 

100.0%
 

A
sia (Incl C

entral/fm
r U

SSR
) 

6.2%
 

10.1%
 

1.2%
 

0.5%
 

100.0%
 

A
m

ericas 
6.3%

 
12.9%

 
0.9%

 
0.4%

 
100.0%

 
South/Sub-Saharan A

frica 
4.6%

 
8.2%

 
1.3%

 
0.2%

 
100.0%

 
Total 

9.5%
 

11.7%
 

0.7%
 

0.3%
 

100.0%
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The table below
 show

s the O
verseas-born C

onstruction w
orkforce in 2001 for key O

ccupations. A
 full listing of all 

O
ccupations in A

SC
O

 C
lassification can be founding A

ppendix 3. 

It can be seen in the table that over 50%
 of the O

verseas-born C
onstruction w

orkforce w
as in just 10 O

ccupations: 
C

arpentry through to C
oncreters (not including the broader grouping of C

lerical W
orkers). O

n-site Trades w
orkers and 

their assistants are m
ost prom

inent, along w
ith B

uilding and C
onstruction M

anagers. O
ff-site w

orkers such as C
lerical 

w
orkers, Secretaries, B

usiness A
ssociate Professionals are not as prom

inent. 

O
verseas-born C

onstruction w
orkers by D

etailed O
ccupation/M

inor G
roup – 2001 

O
ccupation/M

inor G
roup 

N
um

ber 
Percent 

4411 C
arpentry and Joinery Tradespersons 

11,909
9%

 
4421 Painters and D

ecorators 
11,737

9%
 

1191 Building and C
onstruction M

anagers 
9,029

7%
 

4311 Electricians 
7,082

5%
 

4414 Bricklayers 
5,845

4%
 

4431 Plum
bers 

5,240
4%

 
9916 C

onstruction and Plum
ber's Assistants 

5,177
4%

 
61 Interm

ediate C
lerical W

orkers 
4,646

4%
 

4412 Fibrous Plasterers 
4,511

3%
 

4416 W
all and Floor Tilers and Stonem

asons 
4,251

3%
 

9917 C
oncreters 

4,241
3%

 
3121 Building, Architectural and Surveying Ass. Prof. 

4,077
3%

 
51 Secretaries and Personal Assistants 

3,575
3%

 
32 Business and Adm

inistration Associate Professionals 
3,456

3%
 

7111 M
obile C

onstruction Plant O
perators 

2,915
2%

 
99 O

ther Labourers and R
elated W

orkers, nec 
2,889

2%
 

7913 Structural Steel C
onstruction W

orkers 
2,198

2%
 

59 O
ther Advanced C

lerical and Service W
orkers 

2,156
2%

 
12 Specialist M

anagers 
2,070

2%
 

22 Business and Inform
ation Professionals 

1,869
1%

 
46 Skilled Agricultural and H

orticultural W
orkers 

1,514
1%

 
11 G

eneralist m
anagers, nec 

1,475
1%

 
7914 Insulation and H

om
e Im

provem
ents Installers 

1,361
1%

 
4312 R

efrigeration and Airconditioning M
echanics 

1,324
1%

 
4423 Floor Finishers 

1,318
1%

 
73 R

oad and R
ail Transport D

rivers 
1,290

1%
 

4122 Structural Steel and W
elding Tradespersons 

1,190
1%

 
0 Inadequately described 

1,149
1%

 
4415 Solid Plasterers 

1,139
1%

 
4413 R

oof Slaters and Tilers 
1,049

1%
 

72 Interm
ediate M

achine O
perators 

1,035
1%

 
41 M

echanical and Fabrication Engineering Trades, nec 
1,002

1%
 

O
ther O

ccupations 
17,904

14%
 

Total 
131,623

100%
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P
ercent Born O

verseas - 2001 C
ensus

0%
5%

10%
15%

20%
25%

30%
35%

40%
45%

50%

Solid Plasterers

W
all & Floor Tilers

Painters

Bricklayers

Business & Info. Prof.

Fibrous Plasterers

C
onstruction Asst.

Struct. Steel Trades

C
oncreters

C
arpenters

Electricians

Plum
bers C

onstruction Industry W
orkers in 2001 Born O

verseas  
(N

um
ber/percent excludes w

orkers w
hose birthplace w

as not 
stated) 

 
 

Selected O
ccupation categories based on num

ber or percentage 
of w

orkforce overseas-born 
N

o. Born 
O

verseas 
%

 Born 
O

verseas 
4411 C

arpentry and Joinery Tradespersons 
11926

22.1%
 

4421 Painters and D
ecorators 

11779
38.7%

 
4311 Electricians 

7100
17.1%

 
4414 Bricklayers 

5851
30.9%

 
4431 Plum

bers 
5250

13.2%
 

9916 C
onstruction and Plum

ber's Assistants 
5186

27.2%
 

4412 Fibrous Plasterers - –  Included in “Plasterers All Types” 
4534

27.8%
 

4415 Solid Plasterers –  Included in “Plasterers All Types” 
1148

45.3%
 

4416 W
all and Floor Tilers and Stonem

asons 
4266

39.7%
 

9917 C
oncreters 

4251
25.7%

 
22 Business and Inform

ation Professionals 
1879

30.3%
 

4122 Structural Steel and W
elding Tradespersons 

1196
26.9%

 
2124 C

ivil Engineers 
854

28.4%
 

91 C
leaners 

725
32.5%

 
Total of selected group 

66675
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M
any on-site C

onstruction O
ccupations are subject to regulation by governm

ent authorities. These regulatory 
requirem

ents, w
here applicable, generally entail com

pulsory registration or licensing w
ith State governm

ent bodies. In 
R

od Stinson’s authoritative “Job M
arkets A

ustralia – 2003” publication, the follow
ing on-site C

onstruction O
ccupations 

are listed as requiring licensing: 

Electricians 
Plum

bers 
M

obile Plant O
perators (various kinds) 

D
rivers (various kinds) 

C
rane, H

oist and Lift O
perators 

C
oncrete Pum

p O
perators 

The D
riving/O

perating O
ccupations are regulated in a som

ew
hat sim

ilar m
anner to all public road users: they m

ust 
already possess a recognised license or be tested for com

petence before being issued w
ith a license.  

Licensing of Electricians and Plum
bers involves a m

ore stringent procedure because of the significant public health and 
safety issues involved.  

O
verseas-born C

onstruction W
orkers in the D

riving/O
perating O

ccupations w
ith adequate previous experience in the 

hom
e country should not experience special difficulty in obtaining their A

ustralian licenses. It is not so straightforw
ard 

for Electricians and Plum
bers because of the m

ore com
plicated sets of governm

ent regulations involved and the 
variation in these from

 country to country. The theory com
ponent of testing (e.g. know

ledge of local regulations and 
rules) w

ould also dem
and com

petency in English. 

A
nalysis of data from

 the 2001 C
ensus show

s that a large proportion of O
verseas-born Electricians and Plum

bers in the 
C

onstruction Industry w
ere from

 the English-speaking countries of the U
nited K

ingdom
 and N

ew
 Zealand. A

s can be 
seen in the chart below

, approxim
ately half of all O

verseas-born Electricians and Plum
bers w

ere from
 these 2 countries 

(47%
 for Electricians and 56%

 for Plum
bers). 



16

 6. O
V

E
R

SE
A

S-B
O

R
N

 W
O

R
K

E
R

S BY
 Y

EA
R

 O
F A

R
R

IV
A

L
 – 2001 

The 2001 C
ensus form

 included a question on Y
ear of A

rrival in A
ustralia for O

verseas-born persons. The follow
ing 

table show
s the num

ber of em
ployed persons by Industry (C

onstruction and O
ther) and grouped Y

ear of A
rrival up to 

1999, w
ith those arriving in 2000 or 2001 show

n separately. 

A
s m

ight be expected, the largest proportion of w
orkers arrived in the period up to 1980. H

ow
ever there w

as a 
significant difference in the proportions for C

onstruction and O
ther Industries. A

 total of 55%
 of O

verseas-born 
C

onstruction w
orkers arrived prior to 1980, com

pared to 45%
 of those w

orking in O
ther Industries. 

O
verseas-born W

orkers by Tim
e of A

rrival in A
ustralia and Industry – 2001 C

ensus 

Y
ear of A

rrival 
C

onstruction 
O

ther 
Industries 

N
ot 

stated 
Total 

A
rrived before 1980 

72,237 
829,023 

15,450 
916,710 

A
rrived 1980-1989 

30,243 
490,414 

9,994 
530,651 

A
rrived 1990-1994 

9,453 
185,461 

4,658 
199,572 

A
rrived 1995-1999 

11,600 
200,366 

5,153 
217,119 

A
rrived 2000 

2,066 
46,652 

1,201 
49,919 

A
rrived 2001 

817 
20,957 

597 
22,371 

N
ot stated 

5,577 
66,261 

3,899 
75,737 

N
ot applicable 

426,529 
5,756,190 

103,678 
6,286,397 

Total 
558,522 

7,595,324 
144,630 

8,298,476 

The increased propensity of m
ore recently arrived m

igrants to w
ork in Industries other than C

onstruction is also evident 
in the graph of total w

orkforce percentages below
. 

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

14.0%

Percentage of 
Industry 

W
orkforce

A
rrived before

1980
A

rrived 1980-
1989

A
rrived 1990-

1999
A

rrived 2000 or
later

O
verseas-born W

orkers by Industry and 
Tim

e of Arrival in Australia - 2001

C
onstruction

O
ther Industries
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2001 C
ensus 

 
 

 
 

 

Years since Arrival 
C

onstruction 
O

ther 
Industries 

N
ot 

stated 
Total 

22 years or m
ore 

72,237 
829,023

15,450
916,710

12 to 21 years 
30,243 

490,414
9,994

530,651
7 to 11 years 

9,453 
185,461

4,658
199,572

2 to 6 years 
11,600 

200,366
5,153

217,119
U

p to 1 year 
2,883 

67,609
1,798

72,290
N

ot stated 
5,577 

66,261
3,899

75,737
Total 

131,993 
1,839,134

40,952
2,012,079

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1996 C
ensus 

 
 

 
 

 

Years since Arrival 
C

onstruction 
O

ther 
Industries 

N
ot 

stated 
Total 

22 years or m
ore 

84,683 
1,028,763

22,009
1,135,455

12 to 21 years 
12,260 

201,247
4,371

217,878
7 to 11 years 

14,779 
260,239

5,816
280,834

2 to 6 years 
5,924 

128,945
3,297

138,166
U

p to 1 year 
2,438 

52,024
1,637

56,099
N

ot stated 
2,570 

30,042
1,994

34,606
Total 

122,654 
1,701,260

39,124
1,863,038

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1991 C
ensus 

 
 

 
 

 

Years since Arrival 
C

onstruction 
O

ther 
Industries 

N
ot 

stated 
Total 

22 years or m
ore 

64,757 
735,897

63,921
864,575

12 to 21 years 
23,411 

362,914
29,782

416,107
7 to 11 years 

10,432 
173,494

15,596
199,522

2 to 6 years 
11,316 

195,099
19,752

226,167
U

p to 1 year 
2,145 

51,464
6,151

59,760
N

ot stated 
1,953 

23,401
4,520

29,874
Total 

114,014 
1,542,269

139,722
1,796,005

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1986 C
ensus 

 
 

 
 

 

Years since Arrival 
C

onstruction 
O

ther 
Industries 

N
ot 

stated 
Total 

22 years or m
ore 

53,156 
546,549

16,579
616,284

12 to 21 years 
45,330 

518,954
16,788

581,072
7 to 11 years 

8,748 
140,057

4,819
153,624

2 to 6 years 
11,842 

179,200
6,571

197,613
U

p to 1 year 
3,586 

48,731
2,052

54,369
N

ot stated 
3,122 

30,570
2,588

36,280
Total 

125,784 
1,464,061

49,397
1,639,242
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C
onstru

ction W
orkers b

y B
irth

p
lace -

A
u

stralia, O
th

er R
egion

s –
1986 &

 2001

Australia
1986 –

297,751 (70%
)

2001 –
416, 868 (75%

)
C

hange  119,117 (40%
)

Am
ericas

1986 –
2,548 (1%

)
2001 –

4,331 (1%
)

C
hange  1,783 (70%

)

Sth./Sub-Saharan Africa
1986 –

951 (<1%
)

2001 –
3,213 (1%

)
C

hange  2,262 (238%
)

M
iddle East &

 N
th. Africa

1986 –
2,989 (1%

)
2001 –

6,178 (1%
)

C
hange  3,189 (107%

)

U
K

 &
 Ireland

1986 –
42,736 (10%

)
2001 –

42,141 (8%
)

C
hange  -595 (-1%

)

Europe
1986 –

60,933 (14%
)

2001 –
44,749 (8%

)
C

hange  -16,874 (-27%
)

Asia (Incl. C
entral)

1986 –
4,195 (1%

)
2001 –

10,399 (2%
)

C
hange  6,204 (148%

)

N
Z, O

ther O
ceania

1986 –
11,315 (3%

)
2001 –

20,612 (4%
)

C
hange  9,297 (82%

)
Total C

onstruction W
orkforce

1986 –
426,160 (100%

)
2001 –

558,522 (100%
)

C
hange  132,362 (31%

)
M

ap ©
W

orld M
aps

7. O
V

ER
SEA

S-B
O

R
N

 C
O

N
STR

U
C

TIO
N

 W
O

R
K

ER
S – K

E
Y

 T
R

E
N

D
S 1986 T

O
 2001 

O
ne of the key objectives of the Labour Force C

hallenges in the A
ustralian B

uilding and C
onstruction Industry project 

w
as to docum

ent developm
ents over tim

e, in particular, the contribution of M
igrant W

orkers to the Industry’s skills 
infrastructure. The achievem

ent of this objective has prove to be a difficult and frustrating endeavour because of 
changes to the O

ccupation and Industry coding system
s em

ployed by A
B

S in the C
ensuses during the project’s data 

analysis reference period of 1986 to 2001, as w
ell as procedural changes in applying the Industry codes. These 

difficulties have been explained at som
e length in the project’s first W

orking Paper The structure of the C
onstruction 

Industry w
orkforce: past trends and current patterns. D

espite the problem
s, som

e analysis of broad changes in the 
C

onstruction Industry M
igrant W

orkforce betw
een 1986 and 2001 w

as able to be undertaken. In addition, m
ore detailed 

analysis w
as carried out for individual O

ccupations w
hich w

ere not unduly influenced by inter-censal coding changes. 

The chart below
 show

s the C
onstruction Industry w

orkforce in 1986 and 2001 broken dow
n by M

ajor B
irthplace R

egion. 
A

long w
ith the num

bers in each C
ensus year are included the percentage of the total in brackets, as w

ell as the change 
over the period in num

eric and percentage term
s. 

O
f interest is the fact that the A

ustralia-born proportion increased from
 70%

 to 75%
 over the period. There w

as also a 
striking fall in the num

ber (and proportion) of persons in the Industry born in Europe (dow
n 16,000 or 27%

). There w
as 

also a very slight fall in the num
ber of U

K
/Ireland-born C

onstruction w
orkers. O

n the other side of the ledger, persons 
from

 N
ew

 Zealand/O
ther O

ceania rose by 9,000 (82%
), A

sian-born persons increased by over 6,000 (148%
), M

iddle 
Eastern-born persons rose by over 3,000 (107%

) and those born in South/Sub-Saharan A
frica rose by over 2,000 (238%

). 

The table 
below

 
show

s 
changes in the com

position of 
the C

onstruction 
Industry w

orkforce betw
een 1986 and 2001 for the three key on-site M

ajor O
ccupation G

roups. In each case significant 
declines in the num

ber of w
orkers born in the U

K
/Ireland and Europe are com

pensated by m
ajor increases in persons 

born elsew
here, particularly N

ew
 Zealand/O

ther O
ceania and A

sia. 

C
onstruction Industry W

orkforce by B
irthplace R

egion/C
ountry – 1986 and 2001 

Selected M
ajor O

ccupation G
roups 

 
 

 
 

 
Trades and R

elated W
orkers 

R
egion/C

ountry 
1986 

2001 
C

hange 
%

 C
hange 

A
ustralia 

136,466 
200,684 

64,218 
47%
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N
Z and O

ther O
ceania 

4,924 
8,859 

3,935 
80%

 
U

K
 and Ireland 

21,985 
20,988 

-997 
-5%

 
Europe 

30,751 
22,731 

-8,020 
-26%

 
M

iddle East &
 N

orth A
frica 

1,311 
3,085 

1,774 
135%

 
A

sia 
1,440 

3,889 
2,449 

170%
 

A
m

ericas 
1,150 

2,089 
939 

82%
 

South A
frica 

496 
1,395 

899 
181%

 
Total * 

199,831 
268,935 

69,104 
35%

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Interm

ediate Production &
 Transport W

orkers 
R

egion/C
ountry 

1986 
2001 

C
hange 

%
 C

hange 
A

ustralia 
32,081 

40,873 
8,792 

27%
 

N
Z and O

ther O
ceania 

1,535 
3,088 

1,553 
101%

 
U

K
 and Ireland 

3,514 
3,256 

-258 
-7%

 
Europe 

4,946 
3,204 

-1,742 
-35%

 
M

iddle East &
 N

orth A
frica 

188 
331 

143 
76%

 
A

sia 
227 

643 
416 

183%
 

A
m

ericas 
237 

272 
35 

15%
 

South A
frica 

21 
147 

126 
600%

 
Total * 

43,020 
52,828 

9,808 
23%

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Labourers &

 R
elated W

orkers 
R

egion/C
ountry 

1986 
2001 

C
hange 

%
 C

hange 
A

ustralia 
36,669 

47,818 
11,149 

30%
 

N
Z and O

ther O
ceania 

1,933 
3,114 

1,181 
61%

 
U

K
 and Ireland 

4,576 
3,784 

-792 
-17%

 
Europe 

11,337 
6,713 

-4,624 
-41%

 
M

iddle East &
 N

orth A
frica 

347 
811 

464 
134%

 
A

sia 
546 

1,049 
503 

92%
 

A
m

ericas 
443 

558 
115 

26%
 

South A
frica 

65 
264 

199 
306%

 
Total * 

56,369 
65,590 

9,221 
16%

 

* Totals include Inadequately D
escribed and N

ot Stated. 
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C
onstruction W

orkers in Selected O
ccupations by B

irthplace R
egion – 1986 to 2001 

A
 num

ber of key individual O
ccupations (13) w

ere selected for analysis of trends in em
ploym

ent (in the C
onstruction 

Industry) of persons born overseas, as reported in the C
ensuses carried out in 1986, 1991, 1996 and 2001. The largest 

on-site O
ccupations w

ere included, along w
ith C

ivil Engineers and B
usiness Professionals. Som

e O
ccupations w

ere not 
included because of excessive difficulties in aligning A

SC
O

1 and A
SC

O
2 O

ccupation codes over the period of analysis. 
The notes below

 and tables follow
ing sum

m
arise the trends. 

W
ith the exception of B

ricklayers (-1,000 or -6%
), all the largest on-site O

ccupations selected for analysis at this level 
of detail increased over the 15 year period. B

y far the biggest increase w
as for Electricians (+15,000 or +56%

) and there 
w

ere also significant increases (of betw
een 7,000 to 9,000) for Painters, C

onstruction A
ssistants, Plum

bers and 
Plasterers. M

uch sm
aller num

eric increases w
ere recorded for C

arpenters and C
oncreters. 

C
ivil Engineers (D

ecrease overall of 1,199 or -28%
) 

The decline in num
bers occurred for nearly all the m

ajor O
verseas B

irthplace R
egions, but w

as especially m
arked 

(around 50%
) for U

K
, Ireland and Europe. 

B
usiness Professionals (+4,113 or +197%

) 

There w
ere increases in the num

bers of B
usiness Professionals for all the m

ajor O
verseas B

irthplace R
egions, w

ith A
sia 

being the m
ost prom

inent (up 365%
). 

Structural Steel Trades (-1,138 or -20%
) 

V
ery large declines w

ere recorded over the 15 year period for persons born in U
K

, Ireland and Europe, but there w
ere 

sm
all increases in persons born in N

ew
 Zealand and A

sia. 

Electricians (+14,883 or +56%
) 

Increases w
ere apparent for all the m

ajor O
verseas B

irthplace R
egions, particularly N

ew
 Zealand (+100%

), A
sia 

(+240%
) and South A

frica (+500%
). 

C
arpenters (+3,979 or 8%

) 

There w
as a significant decline in the num

bers of C
arpenters born in the U

K
, Ireland and Europe (e.g. Europe w

as dow
n 

nearly 50%
), although this w

as offset by large increases in those born in N
ew

 Zealand and A
sia. 

Plasterers (+7,290 or 63%
) 

There w
ere strong increases in em

ploym
ent of persons born in m

ost of the m
ajor O

verseas B
irthplace R

egions, 
especially A

sia, N
ew

 Zealand and the M
iddle East. 

B
ricklayers (-1,157 or -6%

) 

Significant declines in the num
bers of B

ricklayers born in the U
K

, Ireland and Europe w
ere evident, w

ith very sm
all 

partially offsetting increases in other O
verseas B

irthplace R
egions such as N

ew
 Zealand. 

Floor and W
all Tilers (+6,030 or +128%

) 

Sizeable increases w
ere recorded for m

ost of the m
ajor O

verseas B
irthplace R

egions, but there w
as an overw

helm
ing 

increase for Tilers born in A
sia (up over 3,000%

). 

Painters (+9,107 or 43%
) 

Em
ploym

ent increases w
ere recorded for Painters born in all of the m

ajor O
verseas B

irthplace R
egions, w

ith the 
exception of Europe. The m

ajor increases w
ere for those born in the M

iddle East (up 300%
), N

ew
 Zealand and A

sia. 

Plum
bers (+8,230 or 26%

) 

Significant declines w
ere recorded for Plum

bers born in the U
K

, Ireland and Europe, although this w
as offset som

ew
hat 

by increases for those born in N
ew

 Zealand and South A
frica. 
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C
leaners (+288 or +15%

) 

O
ver the reference period there w

ere increases in C
leaners born in m

ost of the m
ajor O

verseas B
irthplace R

egions 
(except Europe), w

ith the m
ost prom

inent being for A
sia and N

ew
 Zealand. 

C
onstruction A

ssistants (+9,001 or +89%
) 

The increase for C
onstruction A

ssistants m
ay be influenced by A

SC
O

 alignm
ent problem

s. A
ll of the m

ajor O
verseas 

B
irthplace R

egions show
ed increased em

ploym
ent, w

ith the biggest proportional increases being for persons born in 
N

ew
 Zealand and the M

iddle East. 

C
oncreters (+4,053 or +33%

) 

There w
ere significant declines in the num

bers of C
oncreters born in the U

K
, Ireland and Europe, although this w

as 
partially offset by a sizeable increase for those born in N

ew
 Zealand. 
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C
onstruction W

orkers in Selected O
ccupations by B

irthplace R
egion - 1986, 1991, 1996 &

 2001 

C
ivil Engineers 

 
 

 
 

C
hange 

%
 C

hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

2,952 
1941 

1610 
2126 

-826 
-28.0%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
94 

69 
55 

81 
-13 

-13.8%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
402 

242 
199 

225 
-177 

-44.0%
 

Europe 
391 

254 
139 

181 
-210 

-53.7%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
82 

53 
52 

50 
-32 

-39.0%
 

A
sia 

227 
209 

116 
234 

7 
3.1%

 
A

m
ericas 

33 
37 

69 
36 

3 
9.1%

 
South A

frica 
15 

35 
38 

44 
29 

193.3%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
4,208 

2852 
2288 

3009 
-1,199 

-28.5%
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
B

usiness Professionals 
 

 
 

 
C

hange 
%

 C
hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

1,468 
1,891 

2,882 
4,268 

2,800 
190.7%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
60 

62 
101 

188 
128 

213.3%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
194 

267 
422 

491 
297 

153.1%
 

Europe 
151 

136 
175 

377 
226 

149.7%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
47 

24 
60 

106 
59 

125.5%
 

A
sia 

113 
154 

204 
526 

413 
365.5%

 
A

m
ericas 

20 
23 

62 
79 

59 
295.0%

 
South A

frica 
23 

42 
82 

102 
79 

343.5%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
2,082 

2,610 
4,041 

6,195 
4,113 

197.6%
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Structural Steel Trades 

 
 

 
 

C
hange 

%
 C

hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

3,304 
3,348 

3,640 
3,180 

-124 
-3.8%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
161 

183 
181 

213 
52 

32.3%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
640 

568 
477 

298 
-342 

-53.4%
 

Europe 
1,112 

775 
459 

406 
-706 

-63.5%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
61 

41 
214 

33 
-28 

-45.9%
 

A
sia 

138 
158 

191 
147 

9 
6.5%

 
A

m
ericas 

76 
86 

31 
50 

-26 
-34.2%

 
South A

frica 
31 

38 
111 

43 
12 

38.7%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
5,583 

5,221 
5,375 

4,445 
-1,138 

-20.4%
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Electricians 

 
 

 
 

C
hange 

%
 C

hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

21,156 
24,175 

29,565 
33,775 

12,619 
59.6%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
471 

639 
771 

927 
456 

96.8%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
2,225 

2,353 
2,753 

2,711 
486 

21.8%
 

Europe 
2,119 

2,020 
1,654 

2,076 
-43 

-2.0%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
226 

219 
586 

377 
151 

66.8%
 

A
sia 

146 
223 

481 
496 

350 
239.7%

 
A

m
ericas 

89 
94 

58 
189 

100 
112.4%

 
South A

frica 
53 

140 
279 

306 
253 

477.4%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
26,602 

29,931 
36,542 

41,485 
14,883 

55.9%
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C
onstruction W

orkers in Selected O
ccupations by B

irthplace R
egion - 1986, 1991, 1996 &

 2001 
(C

ontinued) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

C
arpenters &

 Joiners 
 

 
 

 
C

hange 
%

 C
hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

34,328 
34,457 

36,322 
41,002 

6,674 
19.4%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
1,781 

1,956 
1,966 

2,311 
530 

29.8%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
4,419 

3,907 
3,727 

3,807 
-612 

-13.8%
 

Europe 
8,308 

5,961 
4,198 

4,513 
-3,795 

-45.7%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
208 

174 
1,112 

263 
55 

26.4%
 

A
sia 

199 
317 

428 
399 

200 
100.5%

 
A

m
ericas 

329 
377 

31 
422 

93 
28.3%

 
South A

frica 
123 

181 
495 

194 
71 

57.7%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
50,008 

47,444 
48,888 

53,987 
3,979 

8.0%
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Plasterers 

 
 

 
 

C
hange 

%
 C

hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

7,364 
7,895 

9,687 
12,730 

5,366 
72.9%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
222 

316 
380 

594 
372 

167.6%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
1,189 

1,097 
1,206 

1,383 
194 

16.3%
 

Europe 
2,074 

1,843 
1,548 

2,269 
195 

9.4%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
86 

85 
619 

317 
231 

268.6%
 

A
sia 

424 
497 

688 
825 

401 
94.6%

 
A

m
ericas 

67 
92 

0 
169 

102 
152.2%

 
South A

frica 
29 

45 
179 

93 
64 

220.7%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
11,538 

11,913 
14,523 

18,828 
7,290 

63.2%
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
B

ricklayers 
 

 
 

 
C

hange 
%

 C
hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

11,001 
10,902 

11,460 
12,661 

1,660 
15.1%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
272 

362 
350 

413 
141 

51.8%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
3,712 

2,835 
2,750 

2,610 
-1,102 

-29.7%
 

Europe 
4,634 

3,201 
2,535 

2,460 
-2,174 

-46.9%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
58 

56 
340 

126 
68 

117.2%
 

A
sia 

44 
52 

88 
55 

11 
25.0%

 
A

m
ericas 

68 
76 

12 
79 

11 
16.2%

 
South A

frica 
97 

98 
151 

102 
5 

5.2%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
20,064 

17,628 
17,903 

18,907 
-1,157 

-5.8%
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
W

all &
 Floor Tilers 

 
 

 
 

C
hange 

%
 C

hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

2,315 
3,554 

5,167 
6,235 

3,920 
169.3%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
52 

112 
158 

188 
136 

261.5%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
420 

541 
671 

706 
286 

68.1%
 

Europe 
1,658 

1,827 
1,715 

2,158 
500 

30.2%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
91 

145 
748 

403 
312 

342.9%
 

A
sia 

13 
90 

308 
438 

425 
3269.2%

 
A

m
ericas 

108 
149 

6 
268 

160 
148.1%

 
South A

frica 
19 

37 
271 

90 
71 

373.7%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
4,713 

6,478 
9,162 

10,743 
6,030 

127.9%
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C
onstruction W

orkers in Selected O
ccupations by B

irthplace R
egion - 1986, 1991, 1996 &

 2001 
(C

ontinued) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Painters 
 

 
 

 
C

hange 
%

 C
hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

11,185 
11,025 

15,243 
18,016 

6,831 
61.1%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
579 

704 
931 

1,232 
653 

112.8%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
3,380 

2,618 
3,472 

3,451 
71 

2.1%
 

Europe 
5,451 

4,268 
4,117 

5,166 
-285 

-5.2%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
232 

309 
1,186 

960 
728 

313.8%
 

A
sia 

128 
203 

678 
452 

324 
253.1%

 
A

m
ericas 

143 
214 

26 
381 

238 
166.4%

 
South A

frica 
25 

48 
335 

95 
70 

280.0%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
21,319 

19,491 
26,335 

30,426 
9,107 

42.7%
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Plum

bers 
 

 
 

 
C

hange 
%

 C
hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

25,687 
27,273 

30,220 
33,847 

8,160 
31.8%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
568 

678 
727 

882 
314 

55.3%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
2,608 

2,514 
2,514 

2,336 
-272 

-10.4%
 

Europe 
2,241 

1,735 
1,324 

1,416 
-825 

-36.8%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
111 

119 
349 

163 
52 

46.8%
 

A
sia 

76 
111 

149 
162 

86 
113.2%

 
A

m
ericas 

70 
82 

25 
114 

44 
62.9%

 
South A

frica 
55 

101 
210 

167 
112 

203.6%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
31,563 

32,684 
35,996 

39,793 
8,230 

26.1%
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
C

leaners 
 

 
 

 
C

hange 
%

 C
hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

1,211 
1,387 

1,392 
1,466 

255 
21.1%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
47 

76 
89 

97 
50 

106.4%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
179 

172 
179 

170 
-9 

-5.0%
 

Europe 
400 

291 
206 

257 
-143 

-35.8%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
17 

11 
66 

41 
24 

141.2%
 

A
sia 

36 
44 

52 
104 

68 
188.9%

 
A

m
ericas 

23 
33 

10 
47 

24 
104.3%

 
South A

frica 
6 

12 
47 

6 
0 

0.0%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
1,941 

2,031 
2,067 

2,229 
288 

14.8%
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
C

onstruction A
ssistants 

 
 

 
 

C
hange 

%
 C

hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

7,113 
5,699 

10,067 
13,475 

6,362 
89.4%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
379 

313 
675 

1,075 
696 

183.6%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
961 

669 
1,036 

1,232 
271 

28.2%
 

Europe 
1,218 

778 
1,288 

1,943 
725 

59.5%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
77 

52 
501 

369 
292 

379.2%
 

A
sia 

177 
161 

171 
275 

98 
55.4%

 
A

m
ericas 

84 
100 

18 
206 

122 
145.2%

 
South A

frica 
16 

29 
154 

77 
61 

381.3%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
10,091 

7,833 
14,118 

19,092 
9,001 

89.2%
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C
onstruction W

orkers in Selected O
ccupations by B

irthplace R
egion - 1986, 1991, 1996 &

 2001 
(C

ontinued) 

C
oncreters 

 
 

 
 

C
hange 

%
 C

hange 

 
1986 

1991 
1996 

2001 
1986 - 
2001 

1986 - 
2001 

A
ustralia 

6,247 
6,903 

9,104 
11,909 

5,662 
90.6%

 
N

Z and O
ther O

ceania 
377 

422 
529 

759 
382 

101.3%
 

U
K

 and Ireland 
615 

523 
558 

572 
-43 

-7.0%
 

Europe 
4,901 

3,396 
2,742 

2,591 
-2,310 

-47.1%
 

M
iddle East &

 N
orth A

frica 
72 

97 
406 

139 
67 

93.1%
 

A
sia 

34 
30 

49 
47 

13 
38.2%

 
A

m
ericas 

74 
78 

6 
95 

21 
28.4%

 
South A

frica 
9 

16 
105 

38 
29 

322.2%
 

Total (Incl. not stated etc.) 
12,474 

11,496 
13,690 

16,527 
4,053 

32.5%
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A
PPEN

D
IX

 1 

V
A

R
IA

B
LES A

N
D

 C
A

TEG
O

R
IES FO

R
 A

B
S U

N
PU

B
LISH

ED
 C

EN
SU

S TA
B

LES IN
 R

ELA
TIO

N
 TO

 C
O

U
N

TR
Y

 
O

F B
IR

TH
 

The variables and categories selected for inclusion in the spreadsheet crosstab and SuperTable are as follow
s:  

IN
D

U
STR

Y
  

A
N

ZSIC
 D

ivision E C
onstruction, O

ther Industries as a group, residual categories (not know
n, etc). 

A
G

E G
R

O
U

P  

Persons aged 15 years and over. 

Y
EA

R
 O

F A
R

R
IV

A
L (Persons born overseas) 

2001, 2000, 1995-1999, 1990-1994, 1980-1989, pre 1980, (and residual categories, “year not know
n”, etc). 

C
O

U
N

TR
Y

 O
F B

IR
TH

 

1)A
ustralia, N

ew
 Zealand, O

ther O
ceania [all separately]  

2) N
orth W

est Europe  
3) Southern and Eastern Europe  
4) N

orth A
frica and M

iddle East  
5) South-East A

sia  
6) N

orth-East A
sia  

7) Southern and C
entral A

sia  
8) A

m
ericas  

9) Sub-Saharan A
frica  

10) R
esidual [not stated, etc]  

Plus the country of special interest: K
orea.  

Plus the top ten individual countries not already included. (R
anking determ

ined by num
ber of overseas-born persons 

em
ployed in C

onstruction in the 2001 C
ensus). R

esidual categories also to be added to the m
ain country groupings in a 

sim
ilar w

ay as O
ceania (i.e. individual countries, O

ther). 
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O
C

C
U

PA
TIO

N
 

The O
ccupation and O

ccupation group categories selected for inclusion in the C
ensus data sets w

ere as follow
s: 

A
ll the 2 digit A

SC
O

 occupation categories and the A
SC

O
 O

ccupation U
nit G

roups listed below
 (w

hich w
ere found to 

be significantly represented in the C
onstruction Industry w

orkforce in 2001).  

1191 B
uilding and C

onstruction M
anagers 

2100 Science, B
uilding and Engineering Professionals, n.f.d.  

2110 N
atural and Physical Science Professionals, n.f.d. 

2111 C
hem

ists 
2112 G

eologists and G
eophysicists 

2113 Life Scientists 
2114 Environm

ental and A
gricultural Science Professionals 

2115 M
edical Scientists 

2119 O
ther N

atural and Physical Science Professionals  
2120 B

uilding and Engineering Professionals, n.f.d. 
2121 A

rchitects and Landscape A
rchitects 

2122 Q
uantity Surveyors 

2123 C
artographers and Surveyors 

2124 C
ivil Engineers 

2125 Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
2126 M

echanical, Production and Plant Engineers 
2127 M

ining and M
aterials Engineers 

2128 Engineering Technologists 
2129 O

ther B
uilding and Engineering Professionals 

3100 Science, Engineering and R
elated A

ssociate Professionals, n.f.d.  
3110 M

edical and Science Technical O
fficers, n.f.d. 

3111 M
edical Technical O

fficers 
3112 Science Technical O

fficers  
3120 B

uilding and Engineering A
ssociate Professionals, n.f.d. 

3121 B
uilding, A

rchitectural and Surveying A
ssociate Professionals 

3122 C
ivil Engineering A

ssociate Professionals 
3123 Electrical Engineering A

ssociate Professionals 
3124 Electronics Engineering A

ssociate Professionals 
3125 M

echanical Engineering A
ssociate Professionals 

3129 O
ther B

uilding and Engineering A
ssociate Professionals 

4121 G
eneral Fabrication Engineering Tradespersons 

4122 Structural Steel and W
elding Tradespersons 

4124 Sheetm
etal Tradespersons 

4311 Electricians 
4312 R

efrigeration and A
irconditioning M

echanics 
4316 C

om
m

unications Tradespersons 
4400 C

onstruction Tradespersons, n.f.d.  
4410 Structural C

onstruction Tradespersons, n.f.d. 
4411 C

arpentry and Joinery Tradespersons 
4412 Fibrous Plasterers  
4413 R

oof Slaters and Tilers 
4414 B

ricklayers 
4415 Solid Plasterers 
4416 W

all and Floor Tilers and Stonem
asons  

4420 Final Finishes C
onstruction Tradespersons, n.f.d. 

4421 Painters and D
ecorators  

4422 Signw
riters 

4423 Floor Finishers  
4431 Plum

bers 
4982 G

lass Tradespersons 
7110 M

obile Plant O
perators, n.f.d. 

7111 M
obile C

onstruction Plant O
perators 

7112 Forklift D
rivers  

7119 O
ther M

obile Plant O
perators  
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7122 C
rane, H

oist and Lift O
perators 

7129 O
ther Interm

ediate Stationary Plant O
perators 

7912 B
lasting W

orkers 
7913 Structural Steel C

onstruction W
orkers 

7914 Insulation and H
om

e Im
provem

ents Installers 
9910 M

ining, C
onstruction and R

elated Labourers, n.f.d 
9911 M

ining Support W
orkers and D

riller's A
ssistants 

9912 Earthm
oving Labourers 

9913 Paving and Surfacing Labourers 
9914 Survey H

ands 
9915 R

ailw
ay Labourers 

9916 C
onstruction and Plum

ber's A
ssistants 

9917 C
oncreters 

9918 Electrical and Telecom
m

unications Trades A
ssistants 

9919 O
ther M

ining, C
onstruction and R

elated Labourers 
0998 Inadequately described 
&

&
&

&
 N

ot stated 
@

@
@

@
 N

ot applicable 
V

V
V

V
 O

verseas visitor  

************************************ 



30

A
PPEN

D
IX

 2 

2001 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons B
orn in A

ustralia – Industry by D
etailed O

ccupation (Part 1 of 3) 

O
ccupation 

C
onstruction 

O
ther 

Industries 
Total* 

10 M
anagers and A

dm
inistrators, nfd 

2,071 
26,404 

29,024 
1191 B

uilding and C
onstruction M

anagers 
28,536 

3,770 
32,623 

11 G
eneralist m

anagers, nec 
3,834 

85,792 
89,897 

12 Specialist M
anagers 

5,528 
253,095 

259,148 
13 Farm

ers and Farm
 M

anagers 
302 

170,446 
172,633 

20 Professionals, nfd 
128 

12,966 
13,156 

2100 Science, B
uilding and Engineering Professionals, nfd 

15 
308 

326 
2110 N

atural and Physical Science Professionals, nfd 
5 

2,710 
2,729 

2111 C
hem

ists 
7 

3,398 
3,427 

2112 G
eologists and G

eophysicists 
29 

3,221 
3,254 

2113 Life Scientists 
0 

3,611 
3,621 

2114 Environm
ental and A

gricultural Science Professionals 
116 

13,690 
13,849 

2115 M
edical Scientists 

0 
7,407 

7,418 
2119 O

ther N
atural and Physical Science Professionals 

3 
2,100 

2,107 
2120 B

uilding and Engineering Professionals, nfd 
596 

10,759 
11,432 

2121 A
rchitects and Landscape A

rchitects 
551 

8,519 
9,105 

2122 Q
uantity Surveyors 

200 
577 

781 
2123 C

artographers and Surveyors 
373 

5,993 
6,395 

2124 C
ivil Engineers 

2,126 
8,600 

10,750 
2125 Electrical and Electronics Engineers 

426 
8,656 

9,106 
2126 M

echanical, Production and Plant Engineers 
278 

5,975 
6,274 

2127 M
ining and M

aterials Engineers 
50 

2,028 
2,083 

2128 Engineering Technologists 
11 

264 
275 

2129 O
ther B

uilding and Engineering Professionals 
75 

3,847 
3,932 

22 B
usiness and Inform

ation Professionals 
4,268 

292,286 
297,535 

23 H
ealth Professionals 

87 
203,149 

204,307 
24 Education Professionals 

103 
284,202 

285,299 
25 Social, A

rts and M
iscellaneous Professionals 

1,126 
193,374 

195,634 
30 A

ssociate Professionals, nfd 
120 

2,282 
2,415 

3100 Science, Engineering and R
elated A

ssociate Professionals, nfd 
69 

2,998 
3,085 

3110 M
edical and Science Technical O

fficers, nfd 
43 

2,403 
2,463 

3111 M
edical Technical O

fficers 
3 

9,842 
9,873 

3112 Science Technical O
fficers 

110 
11,288 

11,427 
3120 B

uilding and Engineering A
ssociate Professionals, nfd 

562 
5,878 

6,470 
3121 B

uilding, A
rchitectural and Surveying A

ssociate Professionals 
12,195 

12,492 
24,754 

3122 C
ivil Engineering A

ssociate Professionals 
621 

3,266 
3,898 

3123 Electrical Engineering A
ssociate Professionals 

734 
3,638 

4,384 
3124 Electronics Engineering A

ssociate Professionals 
554 

9,743 
10,327 

3125 M
echanical Engineering A

ssociate Professionals 
104 

2,220 
2,330 

3129 O
ther B

uilding and Engineering A
ssociate Professionals 

160 
5,182 

5,355 
32 B

usiness and A
dm

inistration A
ssociate Professionals 

11,485 
246,901 

259,442 
33 M

anaging Supervisors (Sales and Service) 
2,249 

256,523 
259,824 

34 H
ealth and W

elfare A
ssociate Professionals 

27 
43,189 

43,552 
39 O

ther A
ssociate Professionals 

631 
72,923 

74,096 
40 Tradespersons and R

elated W
orkers, nfd 

1,257 
8,435 

9,864 
4121 G

eneral Fabrication Engineering Tradespersons 
55 

1,005 
1,065 

4122 Structural Steel and W
elding Tradespersons 

3,180 
32,363 

35,811 
4124 Sheetm

etal Tradespersons 
273 

5,116 
5,436 

41 M
echanical and Fabrication Engineering Tradespersons, nec 

3,457 
77,336 

81,224 
42 A

utom
otive Tradespersons 

1,255 
89,326 

91,384 
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2001 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons B
orn in A

ustralia – Industry by D
etailed O

ccupation     (C
ontinued – Part 2 of 3) 

O
ccupation 

C
onstruction 

O
ther 

Industries 
Total* 

4311 Electricians 
33,775 

26,711 
61,005 

4312 R
efrigeration and A

irconditioning M
echanics 

5,500 
3,964 

9,520 
4316 C

om
m

unications Tradespersons 
1,429 

14,576 
16,078 

43 Electrical and Electronics Tradespersons, nec 
2,519 

20,167 
22,799 

4400 C
onstruction Tradespersons, nfd 

643 
183 

834 
4410 Structural C

onstruction Tradespersons, nfd 
1,473 

223 
1,705 

4411 C
arpentry and Joinery Tradespersons 

41,002 
13,794 

55,391 
4412 Fibrous Plasterers 

11,387 
675 

12,270 
4413 R

oof Slaters and Tilers 
4,304 

390 
4,777 

4414 B
ricklayers 

12,661 
536 

13,407 
4415 Solid Plasterers 

1,343 
83 

1,445 
4416 W

all and Floor Tilers and Stonem
asons 

6,235 
1,768 

8,129 
4420 Final Finishes C

onstruction Tradespersons, nfd 
38 

47 
85 

4421 Painters and D
ecorators 

18,016 
2,622 

21,033 
4422 Signw

riters 
73 

4,425 
4,513 

4423 Floor Finishers 
3,890 

1,436 
5,396 

4431 Plum
bers 

33,847 
5,811 

40,133 
45 Food Tradespersons 

66 
59,766 

60,354 
46 Skilled A

gricultural and H
orticultural W

orkers 
8,968 

48,951 
58,731 

4982 G
lass Tradespersons 

1,776 
3,107 

4,914 
49 O

ther Tradespersons and R
elated W

orkers, nec 
2,262 

133,055 
136,282 

50 A
dvanced C

lerical and Service W
orkers, nfd 

45 
563 

611 
51 Secretaries and Personal A

ssistants 
11,996 

119,409 
132,343 

59 O
ther A

dvanced C
lerical and Service W

orkers 
8,116 

96,916 
105,889 

60 Interm
ediate C

lerical, Sales and Service W
orkers, nfd 

47 
3,299 

3,363 
61 Interm

ediate C
lerical W

orkers 
17,406 

539,623 
560,381 

62 Interm
ediate Sales and R

elated W
orkers 

1,521 
121,055 

123,009 
63 Interm

ediate Service W
orkers 

370 
350,371 

354,926 
70 Interm

ediate Production and Transport W
orkers, nfd 

830 
5,285 

6,163 
7110 M

obile Plant O
perators, nfd 

69 
240 

309 
7111 M

obile C
onstruction Plant O

perators 
17,591 

10,009 
27,812 

7112 Forklift D
rivers 

252 
19,967 

20,364 
7119 O

ther M
obile Plant O

perators 
694 

11,533 
12,324 

7122 C
rane, H

oist and Lift O
perators 

1,328 
3,865 

5,223 
7129 O

ther Interm
ediate Stationary Plant O

perators 
957 

8,445 
9,447 

71 Interm
ediate Plant O

perators, nec 
1,447 

17,329 
18,935 

72 Interm
ediate M

achine O
perators 

2,480 
43,839 

46,755 
73 R

oad and R
ail Transport D

rivers 
6,376 

169,686 
177,766 

7912 B
lasting W

orkers 
69 

484 
556 

7913 Structural Steel C
onstruction W

orkers 
3,473 

2,451 
5,997 

7914 Insulation and H
om

e Im
provem

ents Installers 
3,687 

3,474 
7,236 

79 O
ther Interm

ediate Production and Transport W
orkers, nec 

1,620 
138,749 

141,401 
80 Elem

entary C
lerical, Sales and Service W

orkers, nfd 
13 

1,551 
1,581 

81 Elem
entary C

lerks 
745 

54,684 
55,907 

82 Elem
entary Sales W

orkers 
2,041 

482,977 
488,503 

83 Elem
entary Service W

orkers 
963 

66,997 
68,990 

90 Labourers and R
elated W

orkers, nfd 
2,145 

16,919 
20,015 

91 C
leaners 

1,466 
116,332 

120,273 
92 Factory Labourers 

1,331 
112,335 

114,551 
9910 M

ining, C
onstruction and R

elated Labourers, nfd 
273 

213 
492 

9911 M
ining Support W

orkers and D
riller's A

ssistants 
224 

1,739 
1,978 
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2001 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons B
orn in A

ustralia – Industry by D
etailed O

ccupation   (C
ontinued – Part 3 of 3) 

O
ccupation 

C
onstruction 

O
ther 

Industries 
Total* 

9912 Earthm
oving Labourers 

1,047 
834 

1,915 
9913 Paving and Surfacing Labourers 

2,670 
1,666 

4,390 
9914 Survey H

ands 
126 

1,373 
1,508 

9915 R
ailw

ay Labourers 
795 

2,194 
3,033 

9916 C
onstruction and Plum

ber's A
ssistants 

13,475 
4,528 

18,182 
9917 C

oncreters 
11,909 

3,014 
15,135 

9918 Electrical and Telecom
m

unications Trades A
ssistants 

770 
640 

1,415 
9919 O

ther M
ining, C

onstruction and R
elated Labourers 

3,382 
3,137 

6,620 
99 O

ther Labourers and R
elated W

orkers, nec 
8,205 

184,538 
194,902 

0 Inadequately described 
2,736 

42,430 
47,733 

&
 N

ot stated 
983 

16,446 
67,167 

Total 
416,868 

5,644,925 
6,158,500 

* Total includes N
ot Stated, etc 
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A
PPEN

D
IX

 3 2001 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons B
orn O

verseas – Industry by D
etailed O

ccupation (Part 1 of 3) 

O
ccupation 

C
onstruction 

O
ther  

Industries 
Total*

10 M
anagers and A

dm
inistrators, nfd 

850 
10,881 

11,979 
1191 B

uilding and C
onstruction M

anagers 
9,029 

1,241 
10,376 

11 G
eneralist m

anagers, nec 
1,475 

36,660 
38,283 

12 Specialist M
anagers 

2,070 
90,290 

92,577 
13 Farm

ers and Farm
 M

anagers 
55 

18,807 
19,183 

20 Professionals, nfd 
31 

6,002 
6,073 

2100 Science, B
uilding and Engineering Professionals, nfd 

0 
162 

162 
2110 N

atural and Physical Science Professionals, nfd 
0 

1,965 
1,983 

2111 C
hem

ists 
9 

1,902 
1,923 

2112 G
eologists and G

eophysicists 
6 

1,790 
1,799 

2113 Life Scientists 
0 

1,567 
1,567 

2114 Environm
ental and A

gricultural Science Professionals 
21 

2,705 
2,732 

2115 M
edical Scientists 

3 
3,569 

3,585 
2119 O

ther N
atural and Physical Science Professionals 

3 
912 

918 
2120 B

uilding and Engineering Professionals, nfd 
327 

6,618 
7,024 

2121 A
rchitects and Landscape A

rchitects 
264 

3,603 
3,876 

2122 Q
uantity Surveyors 

146 
640 

789 
2123 C

artographers and Surveyors 
106 

1,182 
1,291 

2124 C
ivil Engineers 

851 
3,559 

4,422 
2125 Electrical and Electronics Engineers 

239 
5,001 

5,263 
2126 M

echanical, Production and Plant Engineers 
173 

3,194 
3,374 

2127 M
ining and M

aterials Engineers 
28 

1,058 
1,092 

2128 Engineering Technologists 
3 

160 
163 

2129 O
ther B

uilding and Engineering Professionals 
40 

1,786 
1,829 

22 B
usiness and Inform

ation Professionals 
1,869 

132,178 
134,660 

23 H
ealth Professionals 

40 
83,169 

83,927 
24 Education Professionals 

25 
72,521 

72,949 
25 Social, A

rts and M
iscellaneous Professionals 

403 
62,962 

63,890 
30 A

ssociate Professionals, nfd 
29 

736 
771 

3100 Science, Engineering and R
elated A

ssociate Professionals, nfd 
23 

1,188 
1,211 

3110 M
edical and Science Technical O

fficers, nfd 
18 

1,145 
1,184 

3111 M
edical Technical O

fficers 
0 

3,859 
3,880 

3112 Science Technical O
fficers 

22 
3,727 

3,758 
3120 B

uilding and Engineering A
ssociate Professionals, nfd 

259 
2,674 

2,960 
3121 B

uilding, A
rchitectural and Surveying A

ssociate Professionals 
4,077 

3,903 
7,992 

3122 C
ivil Engineering A

ssociate Professionals 
173 

964 
1,140 

3123 Electrical Engineering A
ssociate Professionals 

234 
1,104 

1,350 
3124 Electronics Engineering A

ssociate Professionals 
229 

4,085 
4,335 

3125 M
echanical Engineering A

ssociate Professionals 
70 

1,152 
1,222 

3129 O
ther B

uilding and Engineering A
ssociate Professionals 

47 
1,689 

1,740 
32 B

usiness and A
dm

inistration A
ssociate Professionals 

3,456 
77,463 

81,371 
33 M

anaging Supervisors (Sales and Service) 
660 

99,633 
101,017 

34 H
ealth and W

elfare A
ssociate Professionals 

12 
11,123 

11,229 
39 O

ther A
ssociate Professionals 

247 
13,464 

13,792 
40 Tradespersons and R

elated W
orkers, nfd 

370 
2,883 

3,312 
4121 G

eneral Fabrication Engineering Tradespersons 
19 

269 
291 

4122 Structural Steel and W
elding Tradespersons 

1,190 
10,537 

11,907 
4124 Sheetm

etal Tradespersons 
141 

1,536 
1,686 

41 M
echanical and Fabrication Engineering Tradespersons, nec 

1,002 
27,662 

28,849 
42 A

utom
otive Tradespersons 

338 
21,277 

21,908 
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201 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons B
orn O

verseas – Industry by D
etailed O

ccupation   (C
ontinued – Part 2 of 3) 

O
ccupation 

C
onstruction 

O
ther 

Industries 
Total* 

4311 Electricians 
7,082 

7,136 
14,369 

4312 R
efrigeration and A

irconditioning M
echanics 

1,324 
1,076 

2,421 
4316 C

om
m

unications Tradespersons 
402 

3,981 
4,404 

43 Electrical and Electronics Tradespersons, nec 
831 

8,016 
8,889 

4400 C
onstruction Tradespersons, nfd 

238 
52 

293 
4410 Structural C

onstruction Tradespersons, nfd 
363 

60 
429 

4411 C
arpentry and Joinery Tradespersons 

11,909 
4,451 

16,622 
4412 Fibrous Plasterers 

4,511 
258 

4,881 
4413 R

oof Slaters and Tilers 
1,049 

116 
1,184 

4414 B
ricklayers 

5,845 
195 

6,144 
4415 Solid Plasterers 

1,139 
32 

1,198 
4416 W

all and Floor Tilers and Stonem
asons 

4,251 
1,082 

5,472 
4420 Final Finishes C

onstruction Tradespersons, nfd 
41 

26 
67 

4421 Painters and D
ecorators 

11,737 
1,232 

13,304 
4422 Signw

riters 
9 

876 
888 

4423 Floor Finishers 
1,318 

403 
1,745 

4431 Plum
bers 

5,240 
1,480 

6,810 
45 Food Tradespersons 

48 
22,168 

22,597 
46 Skilled A

gricultural and H
orticultural W

orkers 
1,514 

8,513 
10,214 

4982 G
lass Tradespersons 

495 
791 

1,300 
49 O

ther Tradespersons and R
elated W

orkers, nec 
630 

43,348 
44,454 

50 A
dvanced C

lerical and Service W
orkers, nfd 

9 
201 

210 
51 Secretaries and Personal A

ssistants 
3,575 

33,109 
37,030 

59 O
ther A

dvanced C
lerical and Service W

orkers 
2,156 

27,777 
30,171 

60 Interm
ediate C

lerical, Sales and Service W
orkers, nfd 

18 
895 

916 
61 Interm

ediate C
lerical W

orkers 
4,646 

157,097 
162,864 

62 Interm
ediate Sales and R

elated W
orkers 

458 
33,159 

33,758 
63 Interm

ediate Service W
orkers 

117 
105,014 

106,789 
70 Interm

ediate Production and Transport W
orkers, nfd 

191 
3,219 

3,516 
7110 M

obile Plant O
perators, nfd 

21 
47 

71 
7111 M

obile C
onstruction Plant O

perators 
2,915 

1,498 
4,447 

7112 Forklift D
rivers 

110 
8,389 

8,585 
7119 O

ther M
obile Plant O

perators 
145 

1,779 
1,933 

7122 C
rane, H

oist and Lift O
perators 

454 
1,469 

1,944 
7129 O

ther Interm
ediate Stationary Plant O

perators 
215 

1,319 
1,540 

71 Interm
ediate Plant O

perators, nec 
502 

8,633 
9,197 

72 Interm
ediate M

achine O
perators 

1,035 
42,258 

44,087 
73 R

oad and R
ail Transport D

rivers 
1,290 

52,450 
54,647 

7912 B
lasting W

orkers 
13 

92 
105 

7913 Structural Steel C
onstruction W

orkers 
2,198 

963 
3,206 

7914 Insulation and H
om

e Im
provem

ents Installers 
1,361 

1,232 
2,611 

79 O
ther Interm

ediate Production and Transport W
orkers, nec 

491 
40,144 

41,028 
80 Elem

entary C
lerical, Sales and Service W

orkers, nfd 
3 

380 
389 

81 Elem
entary C

lerks 
211 

17,990 
18,397 

82 Elem
entary Sales W

orkers 
581 

108,241 
109,920 

83 Elem
entary Service W

orkers 
373 

31,522 
32,608 

90 Labourers and R
elated W

orkers, nfd 
592 

4,636 
5,577 

91 C
leaners 

722 
54,753 

57,025 
92 Factory Labourers 

724 
65,041 

66,953 
9910 M

ining, C
onstruction and R

elated Labourers, nfd 
80 

56 
139 

9911 M
ining Support W

orkers and D
riller's A

ssistants 
51 

299 
350 
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2001 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons B
orn O

verseas – Industry by D
etailed O

ccupation   (C
ontinued - Part 3 of 3) 

O
ccupation 

C
onstruction 

O
ther 

Industries 
Total* 

9912 Earthm
oving Labourers 

215 
121 

342 
9913 Paving and Surfacing Labourers 

460 
279 

754 
9914 Survey H

ands 
25 

222 
250 

9915 R
ailw

ay Labourers 
148 

389 
543 

9916 C
onstruction and Plum

ber's A
ssistants 

5,177 
1,086 

6,334 
9917 C

oncreters 
4,241 

836 
5,177 

9918 Electrical and Telecom
m

unications Trades A
ssistants 

147 
146 

296 
9919 O

ther M
ining, C

onstruction and R
elated Labourers 

822 
419 

1,262 
99 O

ther Labourers and R
elated W

orkers, nec 
2,889 

47,614 
51,349 

0 Inadequately described 
1,149 

16,942 
19,453 

&
 N

ot stated 
435 

7,017 
26,169 

Total 
131,623 

1,832,182 
2,004,221

* Total includes N
ot Stated, etc 
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A
PPEN

D
IX

 4 

1986 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons Born in Australia – Industry by D
etailed O

ccupation (Part 1 of 2) 
O

ccupation 
C

onstruction 
O

ther Industries 
Total 

10 M
anagers & adm

instrators nfd 
366

7,208 
8,179

11, 12, 16 Legislators & G
ovt. officials, G

en. M
anagers, etc. 

22,088
65,761 

89,047
13 Specialist m

anagers 
4,055

128,709 
133,767

14 Farm
ers & farm

 m
anagers 

709
220,514 

226,454
20 Professionals nfd 

74
5,013 

5,203
21 N

atural scientists nfd 
0

82 
82

2101 C
hem

ists 
26

4,879 
4,939

2103 G
eologists & geophysicists 

46
2,661 

2,726
2107 Life scientists (incl. Agricultural scientists) 

18
7,130 

7,201
2109 M

edical testing professnls 
4

5,438 
5,467

2105, 2199 Physicists, O
ther natural scientists 

20
1,652 

1,679
2200 Building professionals & engineers nfd 

251
5,656 

5,996
2201 Architects & landscape architects 

808
5,720 

6,600
2203 Q

uantity surveyors 
243

502 
748

2205 C
artographers & surveyors 

660
5,184 

5,892
2209 C

ivil engineers 
2,952

10,273 
13,312

2211 Electrical & electronic engineers 
404

12,474 
12,977

2213 M
echanical engineers 

513
7,066 

7,646
2215, 2217 M

ining engineers, M
etallurgists & M

at. scientists 
26

2,976 
3,021

2207,2219 Engineers nec 
64

2,947 
3,038

27 Business professionals 
1,468

102,879 
105,464

23 H
ealth diagnosis & treatm

ent practitioners 
37

52,826 
53,459

24, 25 School teachers and O
ther Teachers & instructors 

207
230,393 

232,789
26, 28, 29, 33 Social professionals, Artists & related prof.  

509
109,088 

111,662
3000 Para-professionals nfd 

152
4,916 

5,152
3100 M

edical & science technical officers/technicians nfd 
0

85 
88

3101 M
edical technical officers & technicians 

14
5,596 

5,647
3103 Science technical officers & technicians 

100
7,427 

7,573
3200 Engineering & building associates/technicians nfd 

528
5,768 

6,402
3207 Building, architectural & surveyng associates & tech. 

6,732
11,130 

18,007
3203 C

ivil engineerng associates & technicians 
1,241

4,643 
5,924

3201 Electrical & electronic engineering associates & tech. 
823

24,971 
25,947

3205 M
echanical engineering associates & technicians 

224
3,338 

3,585
3299 O

ther engineering & building associates & technicians 
150

4,863 
5,061

15 M
anaging supervisors (sales & service) 

929
138,492 

140,783
34 R

egistered nurses 
104

104,431 
106,030

35, 39 Para-professionals nec 
1,827

115,944 
119,107

40 Tradespersons nfd 
920

10,019 
11,375

4201, 4207, 4209 Forging trades, M
etal casting trades etc. 

44
4,407 

4,542
4205 Structural steel, boilerm

aking and w
elding trades 

3,304
32,029 

36,221
4203 Sheet m

etal tradespersons 
1,723

9,214 
11,185

41, 42 M
etal fitting & m

achining, O
th. m

etal trades nec 
3,132

80,075 
84,526

46 Vehicle tradespersons 
1,390

86,808 
89,700

4303, 4309 Electrical fitters, Electrical m
echanics 

21,156
34,251 

56,270
4307 R

efrigeration & air-conditioning m
echanics 

1,671
4,502 

6,275
4311 C

om
m

unications equipm
ent tradespersons 

465
28,262 

28,891
43 Electrical & electronics tradespersons nec 

816
23,747 

24,910
4400 Building tradespersons nfd 

213
76 

304
4401 C

arpenters and joiners 
34,328

18,935 
55,112
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1986 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons Born in Australia – Industry by D
etailed O

ccupation (Part 2 of 2) 
O

ccupation 
C

onstruction 
O

ther Industries 
Total 

4407 Plasterers (all types) 
7,364

1,074 
8,866

4411 R
oof slaters and tilers 

2,679
519 

3,339
4403 Bricklayers 

11,001
954 

12,645
4413 W

all and floor tilers 
2,315

303 
2,770

4405 Painters, decorators & signw
riters 

11,185
9,650 

21,668
4919 Floor coverers 

2,058
1,141 

3,336
4409 Plum

bers 
25,687

7,985 
34,484

47 Food tradespersons 
161

63,355 
64,870

48 Am
enity horticultural tradespersons 

3,471
28,005 

32,529
4921 G

lass tradespersons 
156

3,440 
3,675

45, 49 (balance) Tradespersons nec 
1,227

105,117 
108,769

5101 O
ffice secretaries & stenographers 

9,535
119,954 

132,450
5 C

lerks nec 
26,168

701,438 
739,987

6000 Salespersons & personal service w
orkers nfd 

294
9,779 

10,876
61, 62, 63, 64, 65 Salespersons 

2,821
530,563 

543,231
66 Personal service w

orkers 
99

74,092 
76,463

70 Plant & m
achine operators & drivers nfd 

2,776
33,267 

37,845
7201 Excavating & earthm

oving plant operator 
11,730

20,652 
33,036

7203 Forklift & related drivers 
209

16,034 
16,631

72 M
obile plant operator nec 

3,443
19,308 

23,092
7311, 7313 C

rane operators, H
oist, w

inch & lift operators 
939

6,219 
7,297

73 Stationary plant operators nec 
1,155

30,147 
31,657

74 M
achine operators 

551
56,771 

58,223
71 R

oad and rail transport drivers 
6,896

148,222 
159,188

4909 Blasting tradespersons 
102

508 
619

8405 Structural steel & related labourers 
2,560

2,537 
5,275

8401 Installation w
orkers 

1,720
2,260 

4,120
8301 C

leaners 
1,211

99,177 
104,141

81 Trades assistants & factory hands 
7,113

129,940 
140,582

8400 C
onstruction & m

ining labourers nfd 
189

239 
436

8415 M
ining & m

ineral ore treatm
ent labourers 

112
7,705 

8,051
8407 Earthm

oving labourers 
982

1,287 
2,384

8409 Paving & surfacing labourers 
3,224

3,456 
6,808

8411 Survey hands 
551

2,487 
3,092

8413 R
ailw

ay labourers 
175

6,818 
7,127

8403 C
oncrete w

orkers 
6,247

3,494 
10,089

8499 O
ther construction & m

ining labourers 
9,415

6,321 
16,425

8 Labourers and related w
orkers nec 

7,450
309,612 

328,527
9101 Inadequately described 

3,129
59,480 

69,523
9102 N

ot stated 
2,117

27,524 
52,702

Total 
297,751

4,411,794 
4,832,793
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A
PPEN

D
IX

 5 

1986 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons Born O
verseas – Industry by D

etailed O
ccupation (Part 1 of 2) 

O
ccupation 

C
onstruction 

O
ther Industries 

Total 
10 M

anagers & adm
instrators nfd 

131
2,492 

2,833
11, 12, 16 Legislators & G

ovt. officials, G
en. M

anagers, etc. 
8,842

25,142 
34,579

13 Specialist m
anagers 

1,843
46,434 

48,705
14 Farm

ers & farm
 m

anagers 
95

23,807 
24,639

20 Professionals nfd 
34

2,208 
2,288

21 N
atural scientists nfd 

- 
60 

60
2101 C

hem
ists 

6
2,145 

2,179
2103 G

eologists & geophysicists 
12

1,636 
1,663

2107 Life scientists (incl. Agricultural scientists) 
10

2,108 
2,139

2109 M
edical testing professnls 

- 
2,270 

2,273
2105, 2199 Physicists, O

ther natural scientists 
- 

627 
639

2200 Building professionals & engineers nfd 
158

3,082 
3,305

2201 Architects & landscape architects 
391

2,339 
2,758

2203 Q
uantity surveyors 

264
592 

859
2205 C

artographers & surveyors 
186

1,034 
1,235

2209 C
ivil engineers 

1,244
3,911 

5,208
2211 Electrical & electronic engineers 

285
6,115 

6,474
2213 M

echanical engineers 
306

3,660 
4,018

2215, 2217 M
ining engineers, M

etallurgists & M
at. scientists 

12
1,268 

1,289
2207,2219 Engineers nec 

55
1,493 

1,560
27 Business professionals 

608
38,428 

39,528
23 H

ealth diagnosis & treatm
ent practitioners 

15
20,500 

20,799
24, 25 School teachers and O

ther Teachers & instructors 
68

54,910 
55,566

26, 28, 29, 33 Social professionals, Artists & related prof.  
215

36,330 
37,411

3000 Para-professionals nfd 
54

1,993 
2,077

3100 M
edical & science technical officers/technicians nfd 

3
44 

47
3101 M

edical technical officers & technicians 
3

1,865 
1,880

3103 Science technical officers & technicians 
19

2,642 
2,673

3200 Engineering & building associates/technicians nfd 
268

3,006 
3,339

3207 Building, architectural & surveyng associates & tech. 
2,767

3,495 
6,313

3203 C
ivil engineerng associates & technicians 

318
1,632 

1,969
3201 Electrical & electronic engineering associates & tech. 

389
8,002 

8,458
3205 M

echanical engineering associates & technicians 
129

2,323 
2,464

3299 O
ther engineering & building associates & technicians 

73
1,938 

2,044
15 M

anaging supervisors (sales & service) 
272

47,824 
48,689

34 R
egistered nurses 

34
30,782 

31,265
35, 39 Para-professionals nec 

569
31,336 

32,303
40 Tradespersons nfd 

581
3,958 

4,726
4201, 4207, 4209 Forging trades, M

etal casting trades etc. 
26

2,260 
2,330

4205 Structural steel, boilerm
aking and w

elding trades 
2,219

16,692 
19,552

4203 Sheet m
etal tradespersons 

1,019
4,042 

5,168
41, 42 M

etal fitting & m
achining, O

th. m
etal trades nec 

1,379
39,046 

41,247
46 Vehicle tradespersons 

448
24,174 

25,029
4303, 4309 Electrical fitters, Electrical m

echanics 
5,329

9,987 
15,582

4307 R
efrigeration & air-conditioning m

echanics 
491

1,371 
1,908

4311 C
om

m
unications equipm

ent tradespersons 
244

7,382 
7,681

43 Electrical & electronics tradespersons nec 
293

7,922 
8,341

4400 Building tradespersons nfd 
194

60 
277

4401 C
arpenters and joiners 

15,367
7,942 

24,301
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1986 C
ensus - Em

ployed Persons Born O
verseas – Industry by D

etailed O
ccupation (Part 2 of 2) 

O
ccupation 

C
onstruction 

O
ther Industries 

Total 
4407 Plasterers (all types) 

4,091
623 

4,992
4411 R

oof slaters and tilers 
883

134 
1,082

4403 Bricklayers 
8,885

664 
10,194

4413 W
all and floor tilers 

2,361
295 

2,823
4405 Painters, decorators & signw

riters 
9,938

4,661 
15,319

4919 Floor coverers 
781

386 
1,213

4409 Plum
bers 

5,729
2,301 

8,231
47 Food tradespersons 

51
28,975 

29,722
48 Am

enity horticultural tradespersons 
953

7,214 
8,472

4921 G
lass tradespersons 

65
1,184 

1,265
45, 49 (balance) Tradespersons nec 

730
41,525 

43,223
5101 O

ffice secretaries & stenographers 
3,175

35,787 
39,896

5 C
lerks nec 

7,401
184,391 

195,230
6000 Salespersons & personal service w

orkers nfd 
121

3,293 
3,698

61, 62, 63, 64, 65 Salespersons 
983

145,422 
149,100

66 Personal service w
orkers 

41
20,303 

20,999
70 Plant & m

achine operators & drivers nfd 
936

27,367 
30,083

7201 Excavating & earthm
oving plant operator 

2,740
4,204 

7,092
7203 Forklift & related drivers 

102
8,412 

8,790
72 M

obile plant operator nec 
621

2,742 
3,415

7311, 7313 C
rane operators, H

oist, w
inch & lift operators 

681
3,817 

4,613
73 Stationary plant operators nec 

414
10,953 

11,501
74 M

achine operators 
346

54,351 
56,156

71 R
oad and rail transport drivers 

1,507
39,542 

42,475
4909 Blasting tradespersons 

38
137 

178
8405 Structural steel & related labourers 

2,467
1,716 

4,365
8401 Installation w

orkers 
816

855 
1,728

8301 C
leaners 

708
51,641 

54,535
81 Trades assistants & factory hands 

2,912
80,416 

86,166
8400 C

onstruction & m
ining labourers nfd 

79
89 

174
8415 M

ining & m
ineral ore treatm

ent labourers 
49

2,076 
2,187

8407 Earthm
oving labourers 

353
674 

1,073
8409 Paving & surfacing labourers 

874
908 

1,822
8411 Survey hands 

103
576 

682
8413 R

ailw
ay labourers 

65
1,496 

1,581
8403 C

oncrete w
orkers 

6,082
1,621 

8,077
8499 O

ther construction & m
ining labourers 

5,083
2,807 

8,146
8 Labourers and related w

orkers nec 
2,939

112,645 
119,940

9101 Inadequately described 
1,419

22,608 
26,870

9102 N
ot stated 

877
9,214 

18,522
Total 

125,667
1,462,334 

1,637,300


